
CHARLOTTE HAMFEST™ 
“GO-BOX” CONTEST RULES 

JUDGING CRITERIA 

The contest period is Saturday, March 9th, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM. Any licensed Ham with a Hamfest ticket is eligible. 
All “Go-Box” entries must be fully operational and must be demonstrated while attached to a Hamfest-supplied 
wattmeter and dummy load. A single outlet, 110 volt/15 amp, AC power source will be provided. The Judges opinions 
regarding the assignment of points are final. 

ENTRIES 

All entries must be in working condition at the Hamfest. This means you must be able to operate the “Go-Box” station 
much like you would at a public service event. Requirements are listed below and extra bonus points will be awarded 
for portability, durability, flexibility, and usability (taking into consideration that a relief operator would be a user). An 
included antenna system is expected; however, during judging, a wattmeter and dummy load will be provided to 
demonstrate the station in operation. 

There are two categories for “Go-Box” entries:  “Standard” and “Mobile Only”.  To qualify for the “Mobile Only” category, 
the container must be no larger than 2 cubic feet (e.g., 12”x12”x24”).  The total weight of the “Go-Box” must be no 
more than 30 pounds, including all equipment and power source.  The equipment must be easily installed in a ‘non-
ham’ vehicle, must include a temporary ‘mobile’ antenna, and must not require transmit current more than 12 amps.  
Lastly, the installation must not require any alteration to the vehicle in any way. 

ALL “GO-BOX” ENTRIES MUST INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 

 CONTAINER – This can be commercially made (e.g., tool box, suitcase, tackle box, ammo can) or homebrew 
(made of wood, plastic, canvas, metal - NOT cardboard or a plastic shopping bag). Points are awarded based 
on equipment protection, portability, durability, weather resistance, and flexibility. 

 POWER SOURCE – This must be on-site with the “Go-Box”. It does not have to be in the same container, but it 
must be used to demonstrate the station. It can be commercially made or homebrew. Power source examples 
include a deep-cycle battery, AC to DC power supply, or battery box and must have capacity to sustain station 
operation for 8 hours. Bonus points will be awarded for non-commercial power using ARRL Field Day rules and 
for a backup power contingency. 

 TRANSCEIVER – This must transmit and receive on the amateur bands. It can be a mobile, portable, or base 
station.  It can be a single-band or multi-band radio, primarily operational on VHF and UHF bands, but extra 
bonus points are given for ‘all-mode’ or ‘all-band’ transceivers, including HF.  An operational HT may earn 
optional bonus points but is not considered the main "Go-Box" transceiver. Points are awarded based on 
capability, flexibility, and ease of use (for a relief Ham operator). 

 ANTENNA – This must be functional on the bands used with the transceiver and must have feed line 
appropriate for a “Go-Box” environment. It must be more than a rubber duck, dummy load, or a wire attached 
to the transceiver without a feed line (coat hangers are deemed inadequate). Points are awarded based on 
ease of use, safety, gain, and durability for the use in a “Go-Box” environment. 

 MODULATION - A microphone, CW key, or digital source must be included in your “Go-Box”. If no microphone 
is present, you must demonstrate one of the following: CW (at least 13wpm), Digital Packet, APRS, PSK, or 
WinLink. 

PRIZES 

Separate prizes will be given for Standard and “Mobile Only” entries. 

 1st place winners: $40 Cash Prize 
 2nd place winners: A Pair of Ten-Tec 3003 Acro-Bat Antenna Hangers 

DISQUALIFICATION 

ANY ATTEMPT  BY A  PARTICIPANT OR  ANY OTHER  INDIVIDUAL TO DELIBERATELY CIRCUMVENT, DISRUPT, OR  DAMAGE  ORDINARY AND  NORMAL 
OPERATION OF THIS CONTEST OR UNDERMINE  THE  LEGITIMATE OPERATION OF THE CONTEST  IS A VIOLATION. SHOULD SUCH  AN ATTEMPT BE  
MADE, THE  CONTEST  JUDGE RESERVES THE  RIGHT TO DISQUALIFY THE  OFFENDING  PARTICIPANT. 


