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Volume 54, Issue 04         Mecklenburg Amateur      Radio Society,                                           April 2003 

 
APRIL  MEETING  

 
 
The Meeting for  April will be done by Bob Meffert from Duke Power.  He will talk  
 
about Duke Power’s storm and emergency preparations in general and the com- 
 
pany’s work during the December ice storm.   
 
 
Bob Meffert is Emergency Planning Manager for Duke Power's Electric Distribution 
 
 Department.  Bob develops business continuity and crisis management plans and 
 
 processes, including those required for handling major storms.  Bob has been  
 
with Duke Power since 1975, received a BSEE from North Carolina State, and he is 
 
 a registered Professional Engineer. 
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MARS  NEWS  

 
From the President: 
 
 
 We had another good turnout at the March club meeting.  Bill Grahling, WB4IBW won the Hamfest Vol-
unteer door prize, a GPS receiver.  Congratulations, Bill!  Dave Holbrook and Perry Garris provided a 
great presentation on ELT  (Emergency Locator Transmitter) Finding techniques. 
 
 A visitor at our last Club meeting commented to me that it was sometimes difficult to hear the presenta-
tion because of “static” – he said that it was like trying to hear a QRP (low-power) station in the middle of 
a pile-up.  I take that to mean that the gentleman had some trouble hearing the presentation due to the 
noise and distractions from others near him.  We will look into providing a public-address system at our 
Club meetings, but if we can’t, please be courteous to others around you and to our speakers by keep-
ing your conversations to a minimum.  If you must have an “eyeball QSO”, please quietly go outside or 
away from the meeting area, or wait until the meeting concludes. 
 
 I’m pleased to note an increased interest in packet radio.  Several new operators have been heard re-
cently, and I finally have my packet station back up in Harrisburg.  Packet radio is a valuable resource in 
times of emergencies.  I understand that due to privacy concerns, certain types of traffic cannot be sent 
via voice – but could be used with packet radio.  I’d like to urge all of you to send a digital message 
(packet) to our Section Manager (John Covington, W4CC) if you have not already done so.  If you can 
connect to the local Charlotte packet BBS (CLTBBS), you can leave John a message there. 
 
 Field Day will be coming up in June – the fourth full weekend of the month.  We should be firming up 
details this month, so I am hopeful of sharing details with you in next month’s newsletter.  I would like to 
see the Club have a picnic as part of Field Day if possible – I will be discussing the idea with the Board. 
 
 Public Service events are coming up too – check www.ridemaps.com for the latest information on Char-
lotte area amateur radio events.  The Senior Games at UNCC will be held May 3rd – we will need at least 
a half-dozen or more operators for that event.  It’s a great opportunity to take it easy, enjoy the spring 
weather and play with the radio toys.  We will have a signup sheet at our April Club meeting. 
 
 May 30, 31, and June 1, we have the MS Challenge – a three-day 50 mile walk from White Oak, SC to 
Charlotte.  HAMs will be needed to staff rest areas and SAG vehicles, and ride with the Directors of the 
event.  We had a great time last year despite the rain and I look forward to participating again.  I will 
have a signup sheet at both the April (if possible) and May Club meetings.  This event is close enough to 
Charlotte such that overnight stays are not needed to help out.  The last day of the MS Challenge is in 
Charlotte, so it’s possible to work a single day (or two) of this event instead of all three days.  We will be 
happy with any help received. 
 
 The Lyrids Meteor Shower will peak on April 23rd.  I’m still trying to plan another “Fox Hunt” in May. 
 
 Let’s also not forget Easter Sunday on April 20th, and our fighting men and women in Iraq. 
 
 See you at our next Club meeting on April 29th. 
 
 73’s 
 
 
 Shawn, K4RSG 
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MARS  NEWS  

 
 

Minutes of Board Meeting 
February 11, 2003 

 
 Meeting came to order at 7:19 pm. — Meeting adjourned at 9:11 pm. 
 
 President Goodin (K4RSG) presided..   Present:  Shawn Goodin (President), Jeff Blythe (Vice 
President), John White (Treasurer), Vince Mates (Secretary), <officers> Bill Turner, Irv 
Hoechner, Paul Ponak, Sherry Frye, and Greg Onachila. 
 
 Officers’ Report: 
 
• President:  Shawn discusses the possibility of a packet node for the 444.950 tower location.  
This would be in association with ARES and all equipment is currently available. 
•  
• Vice President:  Hamfest meeting/Club meeting discussed.  Possible foxhunt to take place 
on March 1st on the 146.529 frequency.  The March Club meeting features Tim Slay with a 
presentation on Duke Power’s distribution and their response during the recent ice storms.  The 
April and May club meetings will consist of Skywarn training.  Also, there was interest ex-
pressed by the W4CQ club of a possible joint-effort on Field Day.  In conjunction, the new Class 
“F” station status was presented. 
•  
• Secretary:  New members are going into the club database.  New member and renewal 
forms are being printed. 
•  
Treasurer:  Financial update given.  A proposal for signage for the new operations trailer was 
made; $525.00 for new cover and lettering.  This was in the budget.  A motion was made and 
seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
 Board Members’ reports: 
 
• Bill Turner:  Discussed promotional materials to be distributed to all new members.  Details 
have not been solidified. 
Sherry Frye:  Discussed club meeting attendance. 
   No other board members had reports. 
 
 Old Business: 
• The Mosley antenna for the operating station at the Red Cross was talked about. 
Paul Ponak discussed the most recent changes that were made to the by-laws. 
 
 New Business: 
• Paul Ponak discussed the changes that must be made to the club website to reflect the lat-
est by-law changes. 
Vince Mates discussed updates to the newsletter. 
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MINUTES OF MEETING 

MARCH 25, 2003 
 
Shawn - K4RSG opened the meeting at 19:32 and asked for any visitors. KB0ZUS – Dave and 
WN4HOG – Alan, were acknowledged. 
Adam KG4YVR – upgraded to General, and has a ‘new’ FT-102, to get on the air. 
WB4PCS – Wilton had some Club name badges – for $5.00 you can get a badge with the Club logo 
and your name and call, see Wilton to order yours. 
 
 In the area of Public Service, we  will be providing communications on Saturday, March 29th for the 
MS Walk, in and around Freedom Park. Shawn K4RSG – has a sign-up sheet.  We will need about 12 
Amateurs and should be over by 12 Noon. 
 
 As a special treat, Adam Busch – from the National Multiple Sclerosis Society, told the group, that 
with the help of the Hams providing communications for the MS-150, the Chapter was able to raise $3.4 
Million Dollars to fight for a cure and help with Research for MS. An estimated 2000 cyclist rode last 
year. Adam spoke of some more events coming up soon. The MS Challenge – a 50 mile - 3 day walk, 
on May 30, 31st and June 1st.  The MS-150 Break-Away To the Beach is scheduled for Sept. 20th and 
21st. So make plans now, to have a fun trip to the Beach. Adam left some flyers on MS; if you didn’t get 
to get one, see Shawn, K4RSG. 
 
 Another event coming up, is the Senior Games, out at UNCC, May 3rd. More information will be at the 
next club meeting, or look on KS4OX’S WEB site –  
“Ridemaps.com”. Hopefully, by the time this goes to print, we will have some dates and times nailed 
down. I have it on good gossip, that one of our own members is playing Tennis during the Games. Good 
luck Paul – AD4IE !!! 
 
 KA4WYC – Jeff, announced he has copies of the Club Roster, and asked for each member present, to 
check to see if the information is correct and handed out copies to each member. 
 
 We heard about the need for Hams, which would like to contact the News Services, if they have been 
able to make contact with Iraq or Kuwait. The question was brought up, do we really want to ?? Most of 
the DX’s said YES !! Everyone else said, NO !! 
 
 Daryl - W4OH, spoke about the McGuire Nuclear Drill on May 13th. The call-out time will be 04:00 AM 
( yes, that’s in the morning !) It will be held on 146.940 repeater. I think Daryl will be handpicking the 
volunteers, for that one. But feel free to join in. 
 
 The Meeting was turned over to Dave – KC4YPB, and Perry – KF4UVL. It was an interesting talk on 
Electronic Location Transmitters ( ELT’s ) that are used in ALL planes, and now people, like hikers 
carry. Dave spoke on how the technology hasn’t changed very much since the 60’s and 70’s. At 121.5 
MHz., AM the method of finding one, is just like Fox Hunting. Afterwards, a ‘live’ demo was taken out-
side in the Church parking lot, on how to locate ‘hidden’ transmitters. The Meeting was adjourned at 
8:45  PM – 
 
 Respectfully submitted – 
 
 Jeff KA4WYC – Vice President. 
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MINUTES OF BOARD  MEETING 

MARCH 12, 2003 
 
 Meeting came to order at 7:15 pm. — Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 
 President Goodin (K4RSG) presided.   Present:  Shawn Goodin (President), Jeff Blythe (Vice 
President), John White (Treasurer), Vince Mates (Secretary), <officers> Bill Turner, Paul Po-
nak, Sherry Frye, and Greg Onachila.  Also present was Mike Gates, KF4UVO. 
 
 Officers’ Report: 
 
• President:  Tim Slay to step down from Hamfest committee chair.  By-laws are to be stud-
ied and revised for consistency and accuracy. 
•  
• Vice President:  Civil Air Patrol to give a presentation on remote location finding (i.e. fox-
hunting for aircraft locators).  Tim Slay also to provide a presentation about Duke Power’s storm 
response in April.  March 29th there is to be an MS Walk event in Freedom Park. 
•  
• Secretary:  New members are going into the club database.  New member and renewal 
forms are being printed.  Database revision and updates. 
•  
Treasurer:  Financial update given.  Preliminary revenue numbers from the Hamfest presented.  
The cover for the RV still needs to be purchased and, unfortunately, the power converter must 
be replaced due to damage.  The club must re-register the domain name for W4BFB.org. 
 
 Board Members’ reports: 
None. 
 
Committee reports: 
 
• Newsletter must have club and board minutes on time. 
• The W4BFB.org website will be undergoing changes and updates. 
• The Public Service committee presents the MS Walk event on March 29th. 
KF4UVO asked for ham-radio support for a Bike-a-thon for the Charlotte  Institute of Rehabilita-
tion.   In May will come the Senior Games and the MS Challenge, which  W4BFB typically sup-
ports. 
 
Old Business: 
• Sherry discussed the 2002 Christmas party 
• Paul Ponak discussed the “Mentoring” program for new members that was to have started 
some time ago and never really came to fruition. 
General discussion about the implementation of a “call tree” that was put in place some time 
ago and not used or used properly. 
 
 New Business: 
None. 
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********************************************************************************************* 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 
Tuesday April 29, 2003 — Club Meeting, Monroe Road, 7:30 p.m.  
 
Saturday, May 3, 2003 — Senior Games  
 
Tuesday, May 13 , 2003 — Board Meeting, Red Cross Building, Park Road  
 
Saturday, May 10, 2003 — VE Test Session, 9:00 a.m., East Baptist Church  
 
Tuesday, May 13 , 2003 — Board Meeting, Red Cross Building, Park Road  
 
Friday-Sun, May 30-June1, 2003 — MS Challenge  
 
Saturday-Sunday, June 28-29, 2003 — Field Day  
 
Saturday-Sunday, September 20-21, 2003 — MS Break Away to the Beach  
 
************************************************************************************ 
About This Newsletter 
 
MARS News is published monthly for the members of the Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society.  Permission is given to 
reprint any article, provided that credit is given to Mecklenburg ARS and the respective author.  Subscription to the newsletter, 
via US Mail, is provided to club members.  Complimentary copies are available to guests and prospective members.   
 
The deadline for submitting material is the 10th of each month.  Please submit newsletter material to:  Mary S. Hunt, N4MH, 
16007 Wynfield Creek Parkway, Huntersville, NC  28078   948-6006 or office 892-3270, Fax Number 892-8326 
 
You may submit material via Electronic Mail to: n4mh@w4bfb.org or on 3.5” diskette.  The files should be in TEXT 
or WORD format.   
 
***************************************************************************************************** 
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MARS News  
Mary S. Hunt, N4MH, Editor  
16007 Wynfield Creek Pkwy 

Huntersville, NC  28078  

 

Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society, Inc.  
 
Officers and Board of Directors:  
 
Shawn Goodin, K4RSG, Email Address:  k4rsg@w4bfb.org 
Jeff Blythe, KA4WYC, Email address:  ka4wyc@w4bfb.org 
Vince Mates, KF4LVC, Email Address:  kf4lvc@w4bfb.org 
John White, WB2NHQ  Email Address:  wb2nhq@w4bfb.org 
 
 Sherry Conrad Frye, KE4LZE;  Irv Hoecher, KF4KFN,  Greg Onachila, KG4IOE 
Paul Ponak, AD4IE; Bill Turner, W4WNT 
East Baptist Church, 6850 Monroe Road (next to East Mecklenburg High School, 
 near Conference Drive) 
Last Tuesday of each month at 7:30 P.M.  
 
Red Cross Building, 2425 Park Road, RM 023, Charlotte, NC  Telephone 704-334-
3900  
 
146.34/146.94  w/Autopatch.   144.69/145.29 w/Autopatch. 
144.63/145.23, no Autopatch  
449.60/444.60  w/Autopatch and P/T 100.0  
Autopatches  Access *(don’t unkey)+phone number. Disconnect # 
222.80/224.40  w/Autopatch 145.01  Packet Digipeater, W4BFB-1 
 
METROLINA 2m EMERGENCY NET:  9:00 PM local time, daily on 
146.34/146.94 featuring the ARRL Audio News feed on Sunday night.   
Alternate frequencies announced  

 
 
 
 
 
 
President  
Vice President  
Secretary  
Treasurer  
 

Directors  
 
Meeting Place:  
 

Meeting Time:  
 
Clubroom:  
 
 
Club Repeaters:  
 
 

See you at the next meeting —  
Tuesday, April 29, 2003 


