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Presidents Letter

He”O A” JEEE “This group is dedicated to those who are
! interested in getting started in amateur radio or
upgrading to a higher class license. Many folks
.- have some sort of radio background whether
it's shortwave listening SWL,scanning or
am Radio applications written under = CB/FRS operating, but just aren't sure how to
Linux. Everyone | spoke to said it was not c go about getting into ham radidVe have
entertaining but they learned from it. President numerous people in the group with various
Shawn Goodin expertise levels that are more than willing to
Don't forget to sign up for the MS-150 Ride K4RSG help anyway they canle also share study
the Beach. Go to <wwwdemaps.com>, Elermweb guides and reference material within the group, so if
site, for more info and sign ups. you have something to share or are looking for some
thing please let us knowf you have any questions
We will be having a Hamfest Committee soon wheregarding ham radio, feel free to ask and you're-guar
we will be discussing, among other things, where \@ateed to get numerous responses.”
can hold the 2006 eventhe Merchandise Mart is <http://gr oups.yahoo.com/goup/HamRadioHelpGroup/>

being sold and we may not be able to get it for 2006

and beyond. If you have a suggestion as to a placeWéS WiII_be thae last time the MembersAjpplication
might obtain, pleass send emal to me at will be included here. If you havenyet done so,
<k4rsg@w4bfb.cg>. please print it and bring it to the next meeting with

your dues....Thanks!

st a note to thank Jason Kay - N4JCK
IS presentation last month on Linux

Several things have happened at the Discovery Pl ]

Ham Station A new R-8 Cushcraft vertical has bee m ‘..'r

installed for the Digital StationnThe coax leading to
the Mosely Pro-57, 5-band yagi has been repladesl. UD' g —

Ten-Tec Orion has retuned from being servicedlet-
Tec and is in excellent shape including new firmwa

updates. Volunteer Net Controllers
needed forthe Metrolina

: : Emergency 2-mtrnet.
For those new to Ham Radio there i¥@oo News Contact Jim Payne,

Group designed just for you. Here is the description najpp@arrl.net, Net Mgr.
the group and their website address: Net meets nightly @ 9pm



mailto:n4jbp@arrl.net

A New Porttable Antenna

by Ben -WB2RHM

Worked YVOD yesterday at about 1:30PM on 20m, S8Bat a mess of a pile uphey were working with a
30KHZ wide split zone, nothing but QRM. | was using my new portable antenna:

\ ‘u ; - s
You also change the tap on the 7 -> 30 MHz loading €b#. middle coil allows operation down to 3MHz. |
also added a coax balun with a spare pvc coupling.

Everything breaks down into 30" sections except for thedlbss electric fence holders that | use to support
the counterpoise wire bf the ground. they are 4ft.

Ben - WB2RHM For more info email Ben <WB2RHM@ARRL.net>
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by Tom - WANCU

st starting to chase DXW/ell it is fun to look tion you wish to work (remember you wrote them
‘}round the bands, find foreign stations and wadkwn).You should use standard phonetics and call the
hem. Howeverwith propagation the way it is, DXDX station twice - add your call twice then say
can be pretty scarcé/hen you find one, there is ofterfOver”. If he hears you he will return with your report.
a pile up that is diicult to break through, especially ifWhen he turns it back to you, verify that you got the
you run 100 watts or less. report by saying something like “QSfour 57”. Then
send his report and ask if he got it ok by asking
Is there a way to get through to the DX even when rd@SL?” He will verify and you can then send control
ning low power? One way is to participate ir58B back to Net Control.
DX NET.
It is important to say the report you received so that
A DX NET usually operates daily on DX bands band¥¢et Control knows that a good contact has been made.

like 15 & 20 mtrs. Hera how they work. Most often
there are two or more Net Control StatiofiBe two Each time a Net Control calls for No#merican sta

controllers are located in @i#fent parts of North tions you may try to get on the list, even though you
America although sometimes they are DX stations. May have worked a DX station from a previous list.

Let's say the first Net Control is located in Californidiere are a few nets you might like to try:

He gets on and calls for any DX stations that would

like to join the net. Depending on conditions, he m&puthern Cross DX Net 14.2265 11:00utc
find none, one or mamyfter this, he then repeats thé30b Bennett Family Hour 14.245  14:00utc
list of DX stations who have joined and you shouRob Bennett Family Hour 14.245  19:00utc
write them down. Now he calls for stations in Northhe 14.252 DX Net 14.251  20:00utc
America that would like to work the DX. He will oftenHalo Net 21.390  Various

ask for the last two letters of your call sign. Usually he

takes 10 stations or so at a titveu may not be able!f you frequent these nets you will probably begin
to hear Net Control very well and he may have nisiendly relationships with the controllers and the DX
been able to hear your callsign. Doworry as after Stations you speak with. Have fun!

the first Net Control is finished his list he turns it to tF -
second Net Control who may be located somewhere
the east coast or elsewheMau may have a better
chance of being picked up by the second Net Cont
than the first.

If Net Control says he heard you he may ask you
confirm that he has your call correctiyou answer
“Roger” or repeat your call sign.

Now Net Control calls each Nor#american ham on
his list one by one. If he calls you, then call the DX st
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Minutes of the Last Board Meeting
The Board of Directors met at the Weekend
Red Cross Building, onTues.,August 3, 2004 Christmas Party: Jef Blythe and Dave Stewart will
Present: Shawn Goodin, K4RSG; Bill Turner handle the party arrangements. Dave will put a form in
WAWNT, John White, WB2NHQ; Dave Sewat, the October Newsletter
AF4ZK; Tom Nicholls, WA4NCU; Scott Ellis, Hamfest: Shawn will arrange a Hamfest committee
KG4UDX; Irv Hoechner KF4KFN; Greg Onachila, meeting for the third week @fugust.

KG4IOE; Jef Blythe, KAAWYC Old business: By-Laws are being reviewed.
Guest: BerAntanaitis \WB2RHM Comments will be compiled by Billurner W4AWNT.
Meeting called to orderat 7:13PM. Meeting was adjourned at 8:35PM.

President’s Repott: The 145.23 repeater has been Submitted by Bill Turner, WAWNT, Secetary.

moved to emeayency power GARC also has a key to
the building. Off we go toVHF...

Vice President’s Repot: The August club meeting LOOking at a map of South Carolina, | noticed that

will be presented bylim Slay N4IB, on his experi | between Gaffney Spartanburg and Greenville,
ences installing a tower and beam at his new hot k=there is a corner of grids EM94, EM95, EM84 and
No topic has been set up for Septemb8&herry and EM85. | decided to take a drive down there over the
Jack Frye are looking into a visit to theviation Weekend of the CQHF contest, July 17-18A num:
Museum as a future meeting_ ber of locals were also Contesting that weekend, Bill
Secetary’s Repot: Copies of the by-laws were pro Fisher WAGRW, was up on the mountain in Boone
vided to the board members for revielthe by-laws doing a solo ébrt andTed and Itice Goldthorpe were
are on the website. Members are invited to review roving around in northern NC.

send suggestions for changes to Billner WAWNT. As | left home about 3PM on Saturd&n opened up.
Treasurer’'s Repoit: MARS has sold th&Vells Fago My first two contacts before | lefVeddington were

trailer and the Pincor generator for $4OO with Jodie M|"Spaugh,\/P5JM on Providencia Is. in
Public Service: the Caribbean, and VEL1YX in New Brunswick,
Aug. 6: MSTraining Ride Canada. Unfortunatelysomeone reached up and

Aug. 6: Union County Red Cross Go for Blood Bikthrew the switch on 6m at that point, and no further out
Ride. Jef B|ythe will provide the go kits to theOf state 6m contacts showed up! Granted, I'm running

UCARS club for use at the Red Cross event. 50w with a 6m Hamstick antenna, so l've gOt the
Sept. 18-19: MS-150 Sign ups are on Elgnegbsite Wrong polarization and only one "element” on my
www.ridemaps.com. antenna.

Letters are being sent to the Grand Strand and meandered down [-85 over the rest of the, dawar

Chesterfield Radio Clubs to invite them to participa | Iy getting drowned when the skies opened up in
in the MS-150We have permission to use the Grar I Greenville. I'd planned to stay in Greenville any
Strand repeater this year way, so the next morning | started back, finding Bill
Repeaters: The 220 repeater has been moved to tFisher still operating and | workethomas Roberts,

94 site for possible use as an IRigpeater It has not N4HN and Jack GuioWy4JG from along the wayAt
been re-installed yet. one point | was parked along the frontage road of 1-85

Newsletter: Tom needs articles for this morgh’ When a Sherifs car came along the other direction. |

newsletter Deadline isAug. 14. We are now sending thought | was going to get another opportunity to intro
out about 50 copies by mail, the rest by e-mail distriduce someone to amateur radio, but ttie@fdid not

ution. find anything unusual about a Jeep with an antenna
Contests: mast sticking up through the sunroof.

Aug. 6-8 NAQSO Party he nextVHF contest is the same weekend as the
Aug. 6-8:ARLHS Amateur Radio Lighthouse SocietyTMS'150| SO you can expect to see my antenna setup
event in Rest Stop 3 Saturday and Sunday on the

Aug. 20-22: Internationd Lighthouse/Lightship Rockingham route. 73, Bill Turner, WAWNT
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W4BFB - Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society - MembershipApplication

New Membership _ Membership Renewal __ Information Update

Individual ($20.00 peryear) _ Student/Associate/65+ ($14.00 per year)

Family Membership (all hams in familgne price): $25.00 per year___ Family over 65:$19.00__
Name Address

City State Zip Code

Home Phone Work Phone (optional)

Callsign(s) Class Expiration

Occupation/Company (optional)

ARRL Member? YES NO Do you have a Club room key? Number

Newsletter Delivery Choice: U.S. Mall Internet E-mail

Internet E-mail or Packet Raddaldress

Other Clubs:ARES: W4CQ: CDXA UCARS: Other:

Membership in the Society is open to every person intereststhateur Radio, whether he or she is a licesaateur
or not. Each member or family is sent a monthly news|ettet each licenseimateur member may operate Club
equipment following checkout.

The Club holds a regular meeting monthly (except December) on tliauksstay at 7:30.F. We meet at East Baptist
Church on Monroe Road in Charlotte.

Any licensedAmateur 18-65 may become a FUMEMBER by paying a fiscal year (July 1 - June 30) membership fee

of the lesser of $20.00, or $2.00 per fill month remaining in the then current fiscAinyebcensedAmateur OVER 65

may be come a FULMEMBER or any licenseAmateur UNDER 18 may become a STUDENEMBER by paying

a fiscal year (July 1- June 30) membership fee of the lesser of $14.00 or $1.50 per fill month remaining in the then cu
rent fiscal year

Any unlicensed person may becomef&SOCIATE MEMBER by paying a fiscal year (July 1 - June 30) membership

fee of the lesser of $14.00 or $1.50 per month remaining in the then current fiscal year

With the submittal of this registration, and appropriate fees, | do hereby agree to abide by the By—Laws and Standinc
Rules of the Society as well as the rules and regulations of the Federal Communications Commission.

Signature Date

Version: 4/24/2004

Make checks payable to Mecklenburddmateur Radio Society Inc. and send to:
Bill Turner, WAWNT, 4000 Horseshoe Bend)eddington, NC 28104

Date Entered: Check Number: Amount:
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Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society Inc. - Officers and Board of Directors -2004:
President - Shawn Goodin, KARSG, Emfaidress: k4drsg@w4bfb.gr
Vice President - JeBlythe, KAAWYC, Email address: kadwyc@w4bflgor
Secretary - Billfurner WAWNT, Email Address: wAdwnt@w4bfb.gr
Treasurer - Johwhite, WB2NHQ EmailAddress: wbh2nhg@w4bfb.gr
Directors - Irvin HoechnelKF4KFN; Greg Onachila, KG4IOE; Dave Stew#&E4ZK;
Scott Ellis, KG4UDX; Tom Nicholls, WANCU
Meetings @ East Baptist Church, 6850 Monroe Road (next to East Meckigikbgh School, near
Conference Drive) - Lastuesday of each month at 7:30/P
Clubroom- Red Cross Building, 2425 Park Road, RM 023, Charlotte, NC - No telephone.
Club Repeaters W4BFB Web Site
146.34146.94With Autopatch. 144.69145.29NO Autopatch
144.63045.23NO Autopatch 222.80224.40NO Autopatch

449.60444.60NO Autopatch and P/T 100.0
AutopatchAccess *(dort unkey)+phone numbebDisconnect # WebmasteriWayne Setzer WBABXW

http://www .w4bfb.org

145.01 Packet DigipeateW4BFB-1 <wisetzer@att.nee
Next Meeting -August 31, 2004 SeptemberMeeting - September28, 2004
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