
News From The President - 

Hello Everyone, 

We’re in the middle of a hot August and I hope everyone and their fami-

lies are doing well. 

Let me start out by saying that I want to give a big MARS’ Thank You to 

everyone who either brought book bags or made a donation to help buy 

school supplies for the children at the Battered Women’s Shelter and the Wilkesboro Children’s Home. 

I can certainly say that your generosity will be greatly appreciated by the children who are heading off 

to school this month, now fully equipped to learn. The W4BFB and W4CQ clubs, combined with the 

Wedgewood Baptist Church, collected about 98 ‘fully stocked’ book bags for the students. That is over 

20 more then the original 76 book bag goal. Rest assured, every book bag will be given to a child in 

need. We all know that children are the future of our world, and educated children will make that 

world a better place for everyone. I am so proud of the effort MARS’ members put into this annual 

project. 

Well, I hope to get to see most of you at the Shelby Hamfest, now being held in Dallas, N.C., on August 

30th and 31st. We will have our Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society Emergency Communications RV 

set up there along with a table and a few chairs. Please come out, look for the MARS Banner, set a 

spell, and rag chew with us. We will have lots of fun, join us and share the good time. 

The most important thing MARS will be doing at the 

‘Shelby Hamfest’ is we will be telling folks about our new 

hamfest location and selling our 2009 Charlotte Hamfest 

tickets. We have been working really hard on the ham-

fest 2009 move to Cabarrus Arena & Events Center. And 

your Hamfest Committee is still working hard on trying 

to recruit people to be chairpersons or workers for spe-

cific jobs at our Hamfest. We need your help this coming 

year.  Even if it’s just for a couple of hours of your time, it 

will be greatly appreciated. We want our Hamfest to be the best it’s ever been and you as a MARS 

member can help make the difference. Please help MARS make the 2009 Charlotte Hamfest the best it 

can be. Volunteer now! 

Note: WE will be having our next 2009 Hamfest meeting on September 8th., so come on out and learn 

where you can help us.  An email will be sent out to all members letting you know the location and time 

where we will meet. 
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Le t t e r  f rom the  Pres iden t  ( cont . )  
September is coming, and it is going to be a very busy month. MARS is an ARRL Special Service 

Club and we are planning and getting ready to support the “MS150 -Ride to create a world free of 

MS”. Not surprisingly, we need your help, as members of MARS. If you have never done an 

MS150 bike ride before, you have really missed out on a chance to help with radio communication 

support for one of the biggest Bicycle Events in the nation, supporting the effort to cure Multiple 

Sclerosis. On Saturday September 27th, a 100 mile ‘Century Ride’ starts at Winthrop College in 

Rock Hill S.C and two other shorter rides will start in Greenville S.C. the same day but they will be 

a 30 mile and a 75 mile ride. The event will finish up on Sunday September 28th with two rides 

that start and end in Greenville, SC.  There are many, many positions where you can help out in 

many different ways and times. We need SAGs and we need rest stop communicators. (Hint: If 

you don’t want to go too far from Charlotte to help, volunteer to man a rest stop between Rock 

Hill and Greenville on Saturday)   Just go to Elena’s - KS4OX, web site at www.ridemaps.com to 

find out more. Please join in and support MARS sharing the joy it brings by helping out with such 

a wonderful event and really great cause. 

In case you haven’t heard, we really had a great meeting program in July. Brad Panovich, WCNC 

Channel 36 Head Meteorologist, was a super speaker. He was very informative and at times very 

hilarious. He talked about his childhood and how he grew up always wanting to be a meteorolo-

gist He told us about the weather and how it was predicted. We hope we can get him to come back 

soon. The next club meeting is Tuesday August 26th… you never know who will be there……. Plan 

to attend! 

FYI- Next March, we will celebrate the 60th Anniversary of MARS.  The current plan is to host a 

Special Event Station – W4B – during the week before and the week after the 2009 Hamfest. We 

hope to operate from our clubroom and the Hamfest. We will need operators to keep W4B on-the

-air for the celebration. Stay tuned! 

And with that, I want to say a heartfelt THANKS to each of you for your help and support. 

73, 

Jodie KI4CXO 
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Ju ly  Mee t ing  
The featured speaker for the July W4BFB club 

meeting was Brad Panovich.  Brad is the chief me-

teorologist for WCNC (Channel 36).  Brad was 

promoted to Chief Meteorologist on August 1st.  

Brad gave an absolutely wonderful presentation.  

He presented a lot of interesting facts about 

weather in this region.  For example:  Did you 

know that the driest spot in North Carolina is 

Asheville?  Did you also know that the wettest spot 

in the state is only thirty miles to the south of the 

driest spot?  He talked about the challenges our 

area of the nation presents to weather forecasters. 

Brad also presented a lot of interesting information about weather radar.  One item he repeatedly 

emphasized was the importance of having radar closer to the area being examined.  For example, 

by the time the weather radar in Greer, SC’s signal gets to Charlotte, it cannot see anything below 

about 4000 feet.  A closer radar station allows Meteorologists to see many important weather 

details that are happening at lower altitudes. 

He talked about the huge improvements in weather radars in recent years.  Doppler radars have 

greatly increased the ability to detect rotation in storm clouds.  This rotation information is in-

valuable as it helps forecasters predict the formation of tornadoes.  He mentioned that newer ra-

dar technologies that will further improve our capabilities are on the way. 

Brad talked about the amount of work that goes into putting together a forecast.  The amount of 

information that goes into the process is astounding.  Global Forecast System Models, satellite 

images showing infrared surface temperatures, water vapor loops and many other data sources 

are reviewed.  Many hours spent analyzing images and playing with mathematical models result 

in the actual forecast.  Then maps that illustrate the forecast in easy to understand images are 

created for display during the newscast.  Presenting the information during the newscast is by far 

the easiest part. 

Brad is very interested in developing a resource pool of people who can serve as weather watchers.  

Even with the amazing capabilities of today’s weather radars and other instrumentation there are 

still times when the best information comes from individual witnesses to weather events.   Brad 

talked about ‘weather underground’ (http://www.wunderground.com).  If you have a weather 

station that has the capability to provide data via the internet, you can have it listed on weather 

underground.  If there is a weather event in an area of town, Brad will sometimes look for local 

weather stations to get more information. 

Brad makes himself very available.  He gave us his contact information and encouraged us to con-

tact him if we had weather information.  Brad can be reached at bpanovich@wcnc.com.  Brad, 

thanks for a fantastic presentation. 

73, 

Richard - K4KRW 
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Brad Panovich—Chief Meteorolo-

gist for WCNC. 

Brad pointing out how the mountains of 

North Carolina affect our weather. 



Meck lenburg  ARES—Catawba  Nuc lea r  Dr i l l  

The EOC element of this year’s Catawba Nuclear Evacuation Drill was held on Tuesday July 29.  

Mecklenburg ARES deployed 6 Hams to specific locations, an additional 21 Hams checked-in on 

our pre-planned 146.94MHz Resource Net, and 19 pieces of traffic were either initiated, relayed, 

or delivered.   

We were notified of the start of the drill by an automatic telephone alert message from Mecklen-

burg County Emergency Management around 8:15 AM.  We immediately deployed personnel and 

equipment to the county Emergency Operation Center, on Shopton Road in Charlotte, and to our 

ARES Net Control Point at Discovery Place - NC4DP.  Another operator was deployed to Caroli-

nas Healthcare System(CHS) so that they and we could include and test their station in the drill. 

Another ARES member received and delivered NTS traffic that was originated by Red Cross rep-

resentative at the EOC, to the Red Cross Disaster Operation Center on Park Road.  

One goal, important to me as an ARES County EC, is to increase our emergency communications 

operational skills capacity. One benefit of this annual drill is being able to involve operators 

who’ve not done this kind of exercise before, and it was a successful effort.  My special thanks go 

to Ray - N4APR for his first time in the fray as net control, and to Dan - KG4ENP for his first de-

ployment with our gang to a newly installed station at CHS, a new Served Agency.  George - 

N3BW, established a critical HF communication link to the NC State Emergency Management. In 

the resource net, the adjacent counties of Gaston, York, Cabarrus, Lincoln, and Iredell were repre-

sented. 

This year we increased our usage of packet traffic at the EOC as well as with some of our adjacent 

counties.  We experimented with “OutPostPM”, a relatively new (to us) packet traffic generator 

program featuring a user interface similar to the popular Outlook email program.  (OutPostPM 

was reviewed in the April 2008 issue of QST and is widely used in many areas of California by 

ARES/RACES groups there. See http://www.outpostpm.org/docs/Outpost-QST-April-08.pdf for 

more information.) Our packet effort resulted in some successes. It also generated some sugges-

tions for the “OutPostPM” author, after our experience with some local PBBS mailboxes hosted 

on “older TNC’s”.  Members of the Charlotte Fire Department Communications Team were at the 

EOC and saw our packet mode in operation.  Ben - WB2RHM is a very good teacher and the “911 

A-Team” was very interested in the capability of packet operation.  We maintained a chronologi-

cal backup log of all traffic, both at the EOC station and at the Discovery Place station.  During the 

drill, some NTS traffic was received using packet mode and then relayed or delivered via voice 

mode. The federal ‘exercise auditors/monitors’ at the EOC were very interested in ARES 

‘portable, self contained, advanced digital communications’ aka a laptop computer, OutPostPM, 

and a Go-Box with a TNC. 

I know that Tuesday is not an easy day to support any emergency drill, since many of us are em-

ployed. So again I give a very sincere Thank You to all the stations who responded and gave their 

time to “be there” during the drill, and a Thank You also to all who checked-in and were part of 

our 146.94 Resource Net throughout the 4 1/2 hour drill.    If a real “meltdown” had occurred, I 

expect that many more of us would have participated when work responsibilities were suspended. 

Thank You all for being there!!     73, John  WB2NHQ,   Mecklenburg EC    wb2nhq@arrl.net 
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CFD—Communica t ions  Veh i c l e s  Demo  

The Charlotte Fire Department’s Field Communications team will be demonstrating 2 of our com-

munications vehicles on September 24th and 26th. These are assets that we have for utilization 

during both emergency and non-emergency functions. We would like to invite you and your staffs 

to come and see what resources are available on one or both of these days. 

We are inviting all members of city and county services, emergency services, support agencies, 

and volunteers. Feel free to stay the whole time or just come by for a little while. We will be giving 

demonstrations to show what tools and resources are available during emergencies and disaster 

situations. 

The Mobile Operations Center (MOC) is an asset of the Charlotte UASI which serves Mecklen-

burg, Catawba, Lincoln, Gaston, Lancaster, York, Union, Stanly, Cabarrus, and Iredell Counties. 

MOC has been utilized as a command post for the Wachovia Golf Championship, FoodLion 

SpeedStreet, and assistance in Lancaster County during the arson investigation of their govern-

ment buildings this past year. This almost 60 foot tractor trailer serves dual roles of command 

post and communications center. 

Field Comm 1 is a Chevy Suburban that is filled with communications equipment including nu-

merous radios and patching equipment. Field Comm responds to 3rd alarm or greater fires in the 

city and any time the Charlotte Fire Department has a resource or resources sent outside of Meck-

lenburg County. Examples of incidents we’ve responded on include; a regional response hazmat 

incident in Iredell County, a missing person in Morrow Mountain, and the Salisbury Millworks 

fire. 

On Wednesday September 24th and Friday September 26th we will have the Mobile Operations 

Center and Field Comm 1 at the Charlotte Fire Department’s Training Academy, located at 1770 

Shopton Road from 1:30pm to 4:00pm. We will be parked on the tower side of the academy near 

the burn building. For more information on these resources you can visit the Charlotte Fire De-

partment Communications website at http://www.charmeck.org/Departments/Fire/Divisions/

Communications.htm. If you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 

Thanks and I look forward to see you in September, 

Johnny Horn 

704-996-2483 (cell) 

jhorn@ci.charlotte.nc.us 
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Suppor t ing  The  T ime  Tr ia l s  

If you’ve kept up with the newsletter, you probably remember that our club and the Carolinas 

Cycling Time Trial Association (CCTTA) reached an agreement whereby MARS would provide 

track marshals for their 9 events to improve safety and communications at the track. 

A cycling time trial is an individual event where a cyclist rides a fixed distance against the clock.  

It is not a race in that the only competition for the cyclist is the clock. Many time trials are in an 

‘out and back’ format where riders follow a route to a turnaround point then return. The event at 

Lowes Motor Speedway is a lap event where riders complete a set number of laps depending on 

the distance.  In order to accommodate the 300 riders that elect to participate in these events, 

riders are started fifteen to thirty seconds apart (depending on the number of riders). So if the 

average rider completes the course in 25 minutes and are started at 15 second intervals, there can 

be 100 riders on the course at one time.  They are riding at their own pace and hence there is 

passing going on continually. 

The MARS marshals assist the CCTTA officials in enforcing the rules.  There are three basic rules. 

1: Keep to the left, 2: Pass on the Right and 3: No Drafting or blocking. The first two rules keep 

the slower riders on the inside of the track.  The next two involve taking advantage of a faster 

rider or making it difficult for others to pass.  Blocking is riding along side of a rider which cause a 

third rider to go further right to pass. To quote Lee Iacocca, the passing cyclist should “lead, fol-

low or get out of the way”. 

Earl, K4KAY volunteered to lead the MARS team and during 

the last event took a lap around the track prior to the start: 

As he went around he came upon the other MARS positions.  

Here in turn 1-2, he found Brian KF4VOO and Jeff KA4WYC.  

This was Brian’s first time so he teamed up with Jeff to learn 

the ropes.  It’s in the turns where riders wander to the right 

and have to be reminded to “KEEP LEFT”. 

As he proceeded down the backstretch he came upon David, 

N4DFW. 

David has this view of the track and looks for blocking and 

drafting.  Those orange blocks indicate the Left edge of the 

ride lane and are actually wet sponges so that the riders can 

hit them without damage or causing a fall.  

Continuing around the track Earl came upon Tom, KA3VVJ 

at turn 3-4 who has a STOP BLOCKING sign ready to be 

used. In each of these cases, you can see that the marshal has 

their vehicle nearby so they have nearby shelter in case of 

rain. The event continues in the rain as long as there is no lightning or high winds. 

Finally along the front stretch, Earl found Auford, KU4PF and decided to take a break from his 

one lap trip. Auford brings his easy chair and sometimes actually gets to use it. 
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T ime  Tr ia l s  (Cont . )  
 His view of the front stretch includes turns 4 and 1 so he has to look both ways for accidents and 

violations.  They often pass the word to the next marshal to watch for violations.   

The CCTTA has received numerous e-mails complementing the event on its safety and the work of 

the marshals keeping violations to a minimum. Riders ride either 10mile or 40KM (25mile) time 

trials with most averaging 20MPH or more.  The events last for about 2.5 hours after starting. 

There are three more events for 2008. September 10, October 1, and November 9.  The first two 

are Wednesday nights and marshals must be in position at 6:15pm.  The last is a Sunday morning 

(a special Carolinas Time Trial Championship) and marshals must be in position by 7:45AM.  

Contact EARL, K4KAY if you want to come.  The more the merrier. 

73, 

Bill—WA2EDN 
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Attention: All W4BFB members, Effective immediately, we are changing the lock on the W4BFB 

club room at the Red Cross.  Please bring your Red Cross Club Room keys to the August club 

meeting to exchange them for your personal pass code.  See Bill Fisher W4GRW or Andy Hawkins 

K4GKK for the exchange. 

73, 

Bill—W4GRW 

Red  Cross  Locks  Be ing  Changed  

Auford—KU4PF Keeping every-

one in line. 

Happy Cyclists—Crossing the 

finish line. 

Turn your Red Cross key in and 

get a pass code! 



Sep tember  i s  Emergency  
Preparedness  Month  

Are You Ready? Can you do more for your family?…….. 

September has been designated as ‘Emergency Preparedness Month’….  That means lots of things 

for you and your family, in addition to amateur radio concerns.  Are you prepared for an extended 

period of time without the daily comforts we all have gotten used to expect…. electricity, gas, 

gasoline, water, health care, drug stores, cable TV, digital phone service, ‘old-fashioned’ copper 

wire phone service, access to an ATM, access to cash, etc.??  Have you and your family made an 

Emergency Plan? FEMA - Are You Ready? 

We live in an area of the USA where the weather and nuclear power stations can pose threats that 

are as large a problem as ‘acts-of-terrorism’, and we need to be ready for anything that comes our 

way because we cannot count on the government to do it all for us and our families.   

One thing we at MARS have been told about, by several of our recent guest speakers, is the criti-

cally important need to have a working ‘weather-alert’ radio on hand.  The latest versions of the 

familiar old ‘weather alert radio’ are called ‘all hazard alert radios’ and they have a feature called 

SAME, ‘Specific Alert Message Encoding’. SAME technology allows for alerts to be targeted to 

specific counties (Mecklenburg, Gaston, Union, York, NC, SC, etc) for specific 

‘conditions’ (watches or warnings, amber alerts, ‘all-clear notices’, ‘public evacuation notices’. 

etc).  Those times when you would be awakened during the middle of the night, for a weather 

alert for somewhere clear across the state, are long gone with SAME technology. 

One of the most popular, and most readily available, ‘all-hazard weather alert’ radios is from Mid-

land. The units are low cost, usually less than $30 or so.  In our area, HHGregg stores offer these 

radios for sale, Bi-Lo stores used to have them offered for around the same price.  They have very 

comprehensive features: 

• 7 NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) channels - Listen to 

the latest weather forecast with a touch of a button, direct from the National 

Weather Service 

• 25 programmable counties - Memory system allows for user setting of up to 25 different 

counties. Localize your reception to just the county you want to hear alerts for, or for all the 

counties in your area 

• Time and alarm clock with full time display - Multi-function makes it ideal for any room in 

the house. Includes 12-hour clock display, alarm and snooze 

• User-selectable warning system - Select from voice or siren alerts 

• 90 decibel alert siren - Loud enough to be heard from any room in the house or wake up the 

soundest of sleepers 

• LED alert level indicators - 3 lights to indicate the alert level (watch warning or advisory) 

that stay on for the duration of the alert 
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Emergency  Preparedness  (Cont . )  

• Emergency battery back-up - The radio will stay on even in a power outage, or for outdoor 

use. 3 AA alkaline batteries needed (not included) 

• S.A.M.E. localized reception lets you specify if you want to receive alerts from one county to 

multiple counties. S.A.M.E. (Specific Area Message Encoding) allows this radio to be pro-

grammed to sound an alert only when weather and other emergencies threaten the selected 

county or counties. This technology eliminates all other alerts which are only intended for 

locations outside the selected area. Weather and other emergencies can occur at any time, 

day and night. Without S.A.M.E. you could be unnecessarily alerted at any hour for an emer-

gency as far as 100 miles away 

• Large top-firing speaker - Directs alerts and audio toward listener 

• Telescopic antenna provides maximum range reception up to 50 miles. Antenna folds down 

for easy transport 

• Button volume control adjusts audio output 

• External antenna jack permits use of an (optional) extended range base antenna or a mobile 

antenna 

• External power jack allows use of AC adapter for everyday power 

• External alert jack allows use of other alerting devices 
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 There is still a lot of time left in this year’s hurricane season, and we still have violent outbreaks of 

weather sweeping through our area. Your family needs to know when they need to be aware of se-

vere weather conditions and when to be alert for their safety. Having an ‘all hazard alert radio’ is an 

important part of your personal emergency preparedness plan. 

 I have one of these units at the WB2RHM household, and let me tell you - they will wake you up 

when an alert is issued - you may grumble about it, but you can then rest assured that you have 

been warned. 

 73 – WB2RHM 



Board  Mee t ing  Minu tes  

Jodie started the meeting at 7:00, Present were Jodie, Bill, Jeff, Tom, Ben, Kevin, Dave, and 

Perry. Andy was absent. 

Jodie stated she had collected 15 book bags. She hopes to do something close to Christmas again. 

Bill said the last club meeting was a big success. Brad Panovich did a good job. He is setting up a 

Google group to list Skywarn reports. Also, if needed he will work on a list of operates to go to the 

News Station. At this time there is no program planned. More on this..! The Storm Tracker van 

was under the weather, but hopes to bring it over some time at a later Club Meeting. 

Tom gave a balance report. He also stated the phone bill is being worked out. But this time we 

didn’t get charged for DSL. But it is not as good as it use to be. 

Jeff stated we have 173 members. Of these, we should have about 169 licensed members. 

On the repeaters, Earl had no report. But all the repeaters are repeating correctly. 

No Report on Contesting. But FD was fun! 

Kevin had a check from Food Lion Share the Wealth. We are making bags of money, about 

$40.00. (If you use a Zip-loc snack bag). 

Jeff gave a report on a trip to the Greenville to invite the Members to the MS-150. We will be us-

ing the Blue Ridge amateur Radio Society repeaters for Communications. We also need volun-

teers to help cover Rest Stops along the Greenville routes. The meeting was interesting and on 

coax and ladder line feedlines. The group present seemed interested in helping with the event. 

Outside activities, Jeff stated the MS-150 is coming up quickly, still need volunteers. Gave a short 

report on the Go For Blood, where John, Jodie, Ben and Jeff helped. 

Ben said the web site is up and running for now. He and Wayne had been working on the Hamfest 

Web site. It should be up shortly. Ben stated there was a Hamfest Committee meeting on Tues-

day. 

Jodie stated she had to make arrangements for the Christmas party. The party is December 6th. 

The fall picnic is October 12th 

Old Business – Bill will have the lock changed. A new Electronic combination lock will be in-

stalled. A note will be on the door with numbers to call in case you forget your code. Bill said he 

will have a note in the Newsletter. 

Jeff asked Kevin about our insurance coverage for the Hamfest at the Arena. He stated we are 

covered. 

Jodie stated we needed someone to head the Committee for our 60th Anniversary of W4BFB. Ben 

stated he has applied for a 1X1 call sign. 

New Business – Jodie stated she was informed of a name who was left off the GOTA acknowl-

edgements. We will work at making the correction. 
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Board  Minu tes  (Cont . )  
The Jodie asked if there was any other business, and having none she received a motion and second to 

adjourn.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55. 

73, 

Jeff—KA4WYC 
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C l u b  

M e e t i n g s  

The Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society meets 
on the last Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM 
 
We meet at: 
 
East Baptist Church 
6850 Monroe Rd 
Charlotte, NC 28212 
 
(Next to East Mecklenburg High School, near 
Conference Drive) 

C l u b -

r o om  

Red Cross Building 
2425 Park Rd, Room 023 
Charlotte, NC 28203 
(704) 334-3900 

C l u b  R e -

p e a t e r s  

146.34/146.94 (w/autopatch) 
144.63/145.23 (no autopatch) 
144.69/145.29 (no autopatch) 
222.80/224.40 (no autopatch) 
449.600/444.600 (no autopatch) PL 100.00 

Mecklenburg 2m Emergency Net 
9:00 PM local time, daily on 146.34/146.94 featuring the ARRL 

Audio News feed on Sunday night. 
Alternate frequencies announced 

Richard Y. Dodd, K4KRW, Editor 
7000 Heatherford Dr. 
Charlotte, NC  28226 
 

E-mail: k4krw@w4bfb.org 

C l u b  O f f i c e r s  a n d  B o a r d  o f  

D i r e c t o r s  

President 

Jodie Rowland, KI4CXO, ki4cxo@w4bfb.org 

Vice President 

Bill Fisher, W4GRW, w4grw@w4bfb.org 

Secretary 

Jeff Blythe, KA4WYC, ka4wyc@w4bfb.org 

Treasurer 

Tom Hunt, KA3VVJ, ka3vvj@w4bfb.org 

Directors 

Ben Antanaitis, WB2RHM, wb2rhm@w4bfb.org 

Perry Garris, KF4UVL, kf4uvl@w4bfb.org 

Andy Hawkins, K4GKK, k4gkk@w4bfb.org 

David Holbrook, KC4YPB, kc4ypb@w4bfb.org 

Kevin Keyes, K4YYD, k4yyd@w4bfb.org 

M e c k l e n b u r g  A m a t e u r  

R a d i o  S o c i e t y ,  I n c  

Me c k l e n b u r g  Ama t e u r  R a d i o  S o c i e t y—  h t t p : / / www .w4 b f b . o r g  


