
separate article in this news-
letter with the details. 
 
  If you could not attend the 
party this year, please try to 
next year.  It truly is a 
memorable event. 

The W4BFB Holiday party 
was attended by about 50 
people.  The Pine Lake 
Country Club dining room 
was beautifully and festively 
decorated and our members 
were all dressed up for the 
occasion. 
 
A good time was had by all.  
The room was full of pleas-
ant conversation.  Members 
and spouses met new 
friends.  Old friends remi-
nisced about good times in 
the past and planned for 
future fun. 
 
To add some additional fun 
to the event, a drawing was 
held.  Members and spouses 
could choose between the 
normal ‘ham drawing’ fare 
such as digital multi-meters 
or pliers sets or things more 

desirable to the non-hams in 
the crowd such as decora-
tive candles. 
 
The annual club ‘Ham of the 
Year’ award was presented 
to Richard (KG4PBG) by 
Ben (WB2RHM).  There is a 

Don (N4IZ) wishes to offer 
a preview of upcoming 
events for 2007.  Next year 
promises to be a fun filled 
year for MARS. 
 
At the January meeting, our 
section leader Tim Slay 
(N4IB) will be talking with 
the membership.  In light of 

all of the recent changes by 
the FCC, this should be very 
interesting. 
 
At the February meeting 
there will be a presentation 
on Fox Hunting.  On Satur-
day, March 23 the club will 
hold a fox hunt event start-
ing in the morning and end-

ing with a late lunch at "a 
destination in Mecklenburg 
County".  The frequency will 
be 2m FM, 146.565. This is 
intended to be an easy hunt. 
N6TYE will be the fox. The 
winner will be next fox. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Making History! 

- 

Jodie (KI4CXO) 

will be the first 

woman to serve as 

club president 

Club Officer Election Results 
treasurer.  Jeff Blythe 
(KA4WYC) will be the 
new secretary.  Kevin 
Keyes (KI4KFS) takes 
Jodie’s place on the board 
of directors.  Ben An-
tanaitis (WB2RHM) was 
elected to serve another 
term on the board. 
 
The new club officers take 
office effective January 1 
2007.  Congratulations to 
our new leadership team.  
In particular, congratula-
tions to Jodie Rowland 
who is making club history 
by being the first woman 
to serve as president.  A 
most sincere thank you 

The 2006 W4BFB club 
officers election was held 
during the November club 
meeting.  All candidates 
ran unopposed and no 
write-in candidates were 
offered by the member-
ship.  The entire candidate 
slate was approved by a 
unanimous voice vote of 
the membership attending 
the meeting.  No mail-in 
ballots were received. 
 
The new president for the 
club will be Jodie Rowland 
(KI4CXO).  Don Biltcliffe 
(N4IZ) will be the vice 
president.  Greg Onachilla 
(KG4IOE) continues on as 

goes to our new leader-
ship for volunteering their 
personal time for the bet-
terment of the W4BFB 
club. 
 
Thanks also to officers 
finishing their terms at the 
end of 2006.  Our thanks 
go to Shawn Goodin 
(W4RSG) who has been 
our president since 2003.  
Wilton McAllister 
(WB4PCS) has served as 
vice president since 2005.  
Bill Turner (W4WNT) has 
been club secretary since 
2004. 

M A R S  N E W S  

Preview of 2007 (cont.) 
Future club presenta-
tions will also include:  
How to assemble a QRP kit, 
How to properly format 

(Continued from page 1) and send NTS messages, 
and how to establish a 
packet station.  Other pres-
entation topics are already 
in the works as well. 
 

Additional November Meeting Notes 
Jeff Blythe (KA4WYC) 
and Jodie Rowland 
(KI4CXO) attended a 
M.S. society meeting 
where plans for future MS 
150 bike rides were dis-
cussed.  Next year’s 
event will be significantly 
different from past 
events.   
 
First of all, there will be a 
name change.  Rather 

than “MS 150 Bike Tour 
Breakaway to the Beach”, it 
will now be called “A Start 
to Finish MS - Break-away 
to The Beach”. Also, rather 
than having separate 
courses for each stage of 
the event, the event will be 
held entirely in a large figure 
eight course with each stage 
starting and ending at 
“Broadway at the Beach”.   

This should make things 
easier for us in our efforts 
to provide communica-
tions for the event.  All 
stages will be held within 
range of one repeater. 
 
 
 
 
 
Contributed by Jeff 
KA4WYC 

Contributed by: 
Don (N4IZ)  
and  
August (N6TYE) 
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In a tradition that dates back 
over 20 years, the Mecklenburg 
Amateur Radio Society’s “Ham 
of the Year” award was pre-
sented to Richard Dodd, 
KG4PBG, at the annual Holiday 
Party. 
 
While making this presentation 
to Richard, 2005 Ham of the 
Year Ben Antanaitis, WB2RHM, 
noted that the criteria for re-
ceiving the award is stated as 
‘service to the club, community, 
and Amateur Radio’.  In addi-
tion, WB2RHM said that he feels 
that the award should also be a 
‘timely’ award, one that is based 
on service rendered over the 
recent past in order to take into 
account the energy and enthusi-
asm of members new and old. 
 
After all things were considered, 
Antanaitis said, in his mind the 
only logical choice for 2006 Ham 
of the Year was KG4PBG. 
KG4PBG is the editor of the 
MARS newsletter and one of the 
co-developers of the Carolina 

Edge-Of-Space high altitude 
balloon effort.  The Carolina 
EOS experiment carried ham 
radio equipment for telemetry 
and payload location. Addition-
ally, Richard and his partner 
balloon experimenter K8ZK 
have presented their results 
and taught about ham radio to 
many student groups from ele-
mentary school to college level. 
 
Once awarded, in addition to 
the honor of receiving the 
plaque, it is the responsibility of 
the recipient to observe the 
activities of the club members 
during the year and select the 
next Ham of the Year. So Rich-
ard has yet another task for 
2007.  Our very best congratu-
lations, Richard! 
 
For more info:    
http://www.w4bfb.org/
hamofyr.htm 
 
http://www.carolinaeos.org 
73 – WB2RHM 

A very surprised and pleased Richard (KG4PBG) 
accepts the W4BFB 2006 ‘Ham of the Year’ 
award from Ben WB2RHM 

space for most (Novices and 
Techs actually gained as they 
can now use the same CW fre-
quencies as Generals) and 
greatly increased the band space 
available for phone and other 
modes on HF.  Many of the 
hams commenting about the new 
allocations felt that the 80m 
changes had gone a little too far.  
Some 80m CW nets have already 
relocated so as to not be in the 
phone space.  ARRL had to relo-
cate its digital bulletins.  RTTY 
operators in particular face seri-
ous challenges. 
 
Then on that very afternoon, 
the FCC announced that the 

December 15th 2006 - FCC in Overdrive 
long anticipated elimination of 
CW requirements for the Gen-
eral and Extra license was fi-
nally going to happen.   Unfor-
tunately, there was not a lot of 
detail concerning when it 
would actually take effect.  
There has been quite a bit of 
discussion since the announce-
ment within the ham commu-
nity.  Opinions range from “the 
sky is falling” to “don’t expect 
any big changes in the long 
run”. 
 
The CW announcement also 
mentioned changes that will 
make allowances on 80m auto-

(Continued on page 4) 

December 15th was certainly 
an interesting day.  At 12:01 
AM Eastern time the new band 
allocations took effect.  This 
was a pretty massive realloca-
tion that reduced CW band 



  

matically controlled digital 
stations.  All Technician 
class operators will have 
the same Novice privi-
leges on HF regardless of 
whether they have previ-
ously passed the CW test 
or not. 
 
So, it will be pretty inter-
esting to see how the 
new changes pan out.  
Will there be a rush of 
hams trying to get 

(Continued from page 3) counted as one the last to 
take the 5wpm CW test?  
Will there be a large num-
ber of Technicians lining up 
to take the General class 
exam once the CW testing 
requirement actually goes 
away?  Will we start hear-
ing Technicians, Generals 
and Extras in the CW por-
tions of the HF bands who 
never took a code test?   
 
The only constant in life is 
change. 

UNCC SkyMiner Weather Balloon a Success 

The UNCC SkyMiner 
weather balloon was 
launched and recovered 
successfully on Saturday 
December 9th.  The class 
met at the Monroe Air-
port at 10:00 am to pre-
pare for the flight.  Dave 
(K8ZK) prepared the 
radio equipment on the 
balloons.  Dr. Chadwick 

and the class did the re-
mainder of the preparation.  
Everything went very 
smoothly. 
 
The balloon was launched at 
12:18 pm and was visible 
from the airport well into 
it’s flight.  The weather was 
absolutely beautiful.  There 
was not a cloud in the sky.  

Greg (KG4IOE) and Rich-
ard (KG4PBG) could still 
see the balloon with the 
naked eye at 20,000 feet. 
 
The balloon flew for 
about 1 hour and 50 min-
utes and traveled a dis-
tance of about 72 miles.  
The maximum height re-
ported by APRS was 
83,721 feet.  It landed 
near Bennettsville, SC.  
Unlike the CarolinaEOS1 
flight, recovery was very 
easy.  The recovery crew 
was able to walk right up 
to it.  The balloon landed 
near some campers who 
were apparently a little 
startled by what was go-
ing on. 
 
The pictures and data 
were successfully recov-
ered.  Hopefully they will 
be posted on the web in 
the near future. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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The UNCC SkyMiner Team Prior to Launch 
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UNCC SkyMiner Balloon (cont.) 

 
As you probably know.  The 
UNCC crew did not have any 
ham operators.  Dr. Chadwick 
came to the W4BFB club for 
assistance with APRS gear.   
 
Richard (KG4PBG) and Dave 
(K8ZK from CarolinaEOS) 
helped Dr. Chadwick and the 
team get the transmitters in 
the balloon payload opera-

(Continued from page 4) tional.  Dave also assisted the 
recovery crew in tracking the 
balloon.   
 
In addition, KG4IOE (Greg) 
showed up for the launch.  
K4RKZ (Randy) used his mo-
bile APRS setup to track the 
balloon to it’s final destination.   
He was very close by when 
Dave and the team found the 
balloon. 
 

After the flight, Dr. 
Chadwick expressed his sin-
cere appreciation for all of 
the help the team received 
from W4BFB and Caro-
linaEOS.   
 
Congratulations to Dr. 
Chadwick and UNCC’s first 
weather balloon class on a 
job well done!  We look for-
ward to future launches. 
 

SkyMiner is released to the wind The view from 80,000 feet is spectacular 

This reminds me of that classic Christmas carol: 

 
“On the First Day of Christmas,  
My True Love Gave to Me:   
A Yagi in a Fir Tree” 
 
Thanks Ben (WB2RHM) for the photo.   
(I hear he is working on a tree rotor for next year) 
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One Screwdriver antenna.  Well made. Works great. Just too tall for me.  Includes switch for 
motor and spare motor. Have base mount. Asking $175 
 
WA2EDN... BILL 
704-904-4706 

Item For Sale: Screwdriver Antenna 
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Minutes of w4bfb board 12-5-06 meeting started @ 7 pm 
  
Present were: Shawn K4RSG, Wilton WB4PCS, Greg KG4IOE, Ben WB2RHM, Paul AD4IE, Jodie KI4CXO, Jeff KA4WYC, 
Kevin KI4KFS, August N6TYE, Irvin KF4KFN, guest Augie KI4KKE. 
  
Absent was Bill W4WNT. In Bill’s absence, Jeff will take the minutes for this board meeting. Those in attendance, agreed. 
  
Shawn started @ 7pm. 
President’s report: We will continue to use “Roberts’ rules of order”. Need to update ARRL of new officers. Shawn will 
handle this. 
  
Vice president’s report: No report. 
  
Secretary’s report: No report. 
  
Treasurer report:  11-30-06 Christmas party cost $1,500.00 less member fees. Balance sheet passed out. 
  
Committee reports: 
  
Repeater committee. W4BFB 440 machine back on air at Orr rd. 
220 is still on Orr rd. Site. Shawn to re-coordinate new site with SERA. 
  
Shawn to call SERA reference: repeater journal is not sending 2 copies for our repeater membership. 
  
BPL update – Paul – AD4IE, Ken – K4DXA and, Tim – N4IB, met with Duke Energy co. about where they are installing 
BPL in apartment complexes. More testing will be continued in January. Local hams that have witnessed recent BPL are 
pleased with the results.  After some tests – they stated it seems to be a better system. 
  
Paul stated he received a mailer from the ARRL requesting funds to help the situation with the FCC new rule changing 
taking effect Dec. 15th. 
  
Old  business: 
  
Re-visit the discussion on chairs requested for the club room. Shawn can purchase at a discount. Wilton made a motion, 
seconded by Irvin to buy 10 steel padded $14.38 each, plus tax. Motion carried by majority vote. 
  
New business: reflector seems to be working. Ben has been working on keeping the system up and running. Ben has been 
sending out emails as tests. 
  
FCC rule change to take effect 12-15-06. 
  
Next board meeting 1-2-07 same time for now. The new officers are : President Jodie – KI4CXO, Vice President Don - 
N4IZ, Secretary. Jeff - KA4WYC, Treasurer. Greg - KG4IOE, Directors: Paul - AD4IE, Irvin - KF4KFN, Ben -  WB2RHM, 
Kevin - KI4KFS, August - N6TYE. 
  
N4IZ (new V.P.) States Tim - N4IB NC section manager, will provide the next club meeting. 
  
Shawn to send out repeater codes to old and new officers. 
  
A motion to adjourn by Jeff, and seconded by August was made. 
  
Respectfully submitted – Jeff KA4WYC 
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License Classes and Q&A Opportunity 
If you know anyone who 
wants to get their Technician 
license, or if you would like 
to upgrade to General, the 
W4CQ club will be having 
classes starting January 
20.  Classes will be held at 
Salvation Army HQ,  501 
Archdale.  There will be Six 
sessions lasting from 9:30 
AM until noon. Tech and 
General will be offered. 
Code classes are still being 
worked out.  Contact  
Training@W4CQ.NET  
for more info and registra-
tion.  

In addition to the classes, 
The W4CQ club will hold a 
"Ham Cram" session at the 
Charlotte Ham-
Fest.  W4CQ will be offer-
ing Q&A and review before 
the test.  If you have ques-
tions regarding the tests and 
would like to get them an-
swered, or want someone 
to review with, please drop 
by.   Help will be available 
for all license exam ques-
tions including those on the 
Extra exam. 
 
Contributed by: 
August (N6TYE) 

Field Day 2006 - Wrap up Report 

‘Tis mid-December and 
thoughts of Christmas, Ha-
nukkah, the Winter Solstice, 
Kwanzaa, Yalda, Dong Zhi, 
Boxing Day, New Year’s 
Eve, the First Flight of the 
Wright Brothers, Forefa-
ther’s Day, Nascar Founding 
Day, Finland Independence 

Day, or whatever are dancing 
around in your head…..  but 
Field Day??  Probably not.  
However, it takes the ARRL 
about 6 months to process 
and release the official results 
for each year’s Field Day. 
 
About as close to a half a 

year ago as you can get, W4BFB 
held its 56th Field Day at the Wil-
grove Park, in Mint Hill, NC.   
Starting on June 23rd and ending on 
June 25th, over 55 people 
(including members, guests, visi-
tors, and the media) set-up, oper-
ated, and visited our rain delayed 
and rain shortened event. 
 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Field Day 2006 - Wrap up Report (cont.) 
 
To view the club’s ‘Soapbox’ comments and photos go to:  
http://www.arrl.org/contests/soapbox/index.html?con_id=106&call=w4bfb 
 
After Field Day, the club submitted its contest entry that looked something like this: 
 
Call Used: W4BFB     GOTA Station Call: (none)     ARRL/RAC Section: NC   
Class: 3A 
Participants: 55     Club/Group Name: Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society 
Power Source(s): Generator 
Power Multiplier: 2X 
Bonus Points: 
  100% Emergency power                            300 
  Media Publicity                                 100 
  Set-up in Public Place                          100 
  Information Booth                               100 
  NTS message to ARRL SM/SEC                      100 
  W1AW Field Day Message                          100 
  Site Visit by invited served agency official    100 
  Submitted via the Web                            50 
  Non traditional mode: APRS                      100 
Total Bonus Points                              1,050 
 
                  CW  Digital  Phone  Total 
   Total QSOs    115    112     398 
 Total Points    230    224     398    852   Claimed Score = 1,704 
                     Total 2006 Field Day Points claimed:    2,754 
 
The 2006 ‘Official’ ARRL Field Day results for class 3A stations are: 
In North Carolina, W4BFB finished 3rd out of 7 entries. 
Roanoak Division, W4BFB finished 7th out of 16 entries. 
In the entire US,    W4BFB was 112th out of 277. 
 
With a New Year almost upon us, it is time to plan for the upcoming years club events. Field day will be here 
in about six months…. But there are many things that must be done months in advance to make Field Day 
2007 happen. If you want to be a part of the Field Day effort, please contact our club president Jodie Rowland, 
KI4CXO or any club officer or send an email to FieldDay@w4bfb.org 

73 – WB2RHM 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Club Meetings The Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society meets on the last Tuesday of each 

month at 7:30 PM 
 
We meet at: 
 
East Baptist Church 
6850 Monroe Rd 
Charlotte, NC 28212 
 
(Next to East Mecklenburg High School, near Conference Drive) 

Clubroom Red Cross Building 
2425 Park Rd, Room 023 
Charlotte, NC 28203 
(704) 334-3900 

Club Repeaters 146.34/146.94 (w/autopatch) 
146.63/145.23 (no autopatch) 
144.69/145.29 (no autopatch) 
222.80/224.40 (no autopatch) 
449.600/444.600 (no autopatch) PL 100.00 

Mecklenburg 2m Emergency Net 
9:00 PM local time, daily on 146.34/146.94 featuring the ARRL Audio News feed on Sunday night. 

Alternate frequencies announced 

Richard Y. Dodd, KG4PBG, Editor 

7000 Heatherford Dr. 

Charlotte, NC  28226 

 

E-mail: kg4pbg@w4bfb.org 

Club Officers and Board of Di-
rectors 

President 

Shawn Goodin, K4RSG, k4rsg@w4bfb.org 

Vice President 

Wilton McAllister, WB4PCS, wb4pcs@w4bfb.org 

Secretary 

Bill Turner, W4WNT, w4wnt@w4bfb.org 

Treasurer 

Greg Onachila, KG4IOE, kg4ioe@w4bfb.org 

Directors 

Paul Ponak, AD4IE, af4zk@arrl.net 

Ben Antanaitis, WB2RHM, wb2rhm@w4bfb.org 

Jodie Rowland, KI4CXO, ki4cxo@w4bfb.org 

August Flassig, N6TYE, n6tye@w4bfb.org 

Mecklenburg Amateur 
Radio Society, Inc 

Additional Club Information 


