
Hello W4BFB Members, 

Merry Christmas to Everyone!  And to all a Happy New Year! 

I hope that everyone had a great time at the W4BFB Holiday 

Party. An awful lot of work went into setting up the party and 

then cleaning it up afterward.  I would like to offer a most sin-

cere “Thank You” from the entire MARS family to everyone 

who helped. We had great food, great music, great door prizes, and great gifts with lots of holiday fel-

lowship and fun. It was a wonderful old-fashioned W4BFB Family Holiday occasion. 

I would also like to thank everyone who helped W4BFB provide gifts to Brittany, a 5-year-old girl from 

the Ebenezer Christian Orphanage.  Once again the W4BFB club teamed up with W4CQ to try to 

make a difference in our community.  Brittany was the child our club ended up sponsoring.  Because of 

your generosity and good will, she will have a wonderful Christmas this year. 

As I have said here, many times before, I want to see our club be the very best it can be.  I want to 

bring back some of the fun-filled times that I hear so many of you long time members talk about from 

earlier years.  Times when MARS members would make great things and good times happen by work-

ing together.  In the coming year, let’s all work to make great things happen once again.  A little effort 

from each of us will create a lot of fun for all of us. 

As this year comes to a close, I would like to say ‘Thank You’ to all of the MARS Board members who 

served through 2007. The 2007 MARS Board members were Don (N4IZ), Greg (KG4IOE), Jeff 

(KA4WYC), Ben (WB2RHM), Kevin (KI4KFS), Bill (W4GRW), Andy (G4GKK), and Paul (AD4IE). 

Many thanks from your President for all your help in making tough decisions for our club this past year.  

Also, many ‘Thanks’ to our wonderful newsletter editor Richard (K4KRW), for all his hard work in 

publishing the club newsletter for us each month. And, ‘Thank You’ to Earl (K4KAY) for the use of his 

repeater and for maintaining the W4BFB repeaters. ‘Thanks’ to John (WB2NHQ) for maintaining a 

record of our equipment.  ‘Thanks’ to Mary (N4MH) for helping with, and coordinating, the annual 

Hamfests.  Plus a very special Thank you to our MARS members for your support this year.  I hope to 

see everyone at our first club meeting in January 2008. 

Finally, I would also like to say a most humble ‘thank you’ for the 2007 MARS Ham of the Year Award.  
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Letter from the President (cont.) 
I was totally amazed and surprised to receive such a very special MARS award.  I know that there are so 

many other selfless, hard working members in MARS that this award could have gone to. I also know that 

this must have been a very tough decision to make. But, to receive this award, this year, was very special to 

me. I feel that I was only doing what any President of any organization should do - make things happen in the 

best interest of the club.  Thank you all, again! In 2008, I will try to live up to your expectations… and mine! 

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year, 73, 

Jodie KI4CXO 

M A R S  N E W S  

Newsletter Delivery Change 
Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 

 The MARS Newsletter delivery method is changing effective immediately!  Beginning with this issue, the 

MARS Newsletter delivery method will change from being actually sent to every member via email ----  to 

only an email notice being sent to each MARS member notifying them that the newsletter is available for 

viewing or download from the MARS web site at  http://www.W4BFB.org.  The problems we have experi-

enced with sending email attachments have made this change necessary.  

73 – WB2RHM 



For the December meeting, the featured presenter was Steve Koone (KA4YMY).   

Steve gave a great presentation on D-Star.   

Steve and his friend Ken (KC4YOZ) are very enthusiastic early adopters of the 

D-Star technology.  They have been working hard to and have succeeded in mak-

ing a D-Star repeater a reality here in Charlotte.  Their repeater has the call sign 

KI4WXS and is on 443.8635+.  The repeater is on Spencer Mountain. 

Steve gave a wonderful explanation of what exactly D-Star is.  He talked about 

the voice and data capabilities of the various voice and data modes.  It was inter-

esting to learn that a D-Star data repeater is not a repeater at all.  It operates 

simplex in a store and forward mode.   

Steve spoke of all of the D-Star activity in Alabama.  In the wake of Katrina, D-

Star has been whole-heartedly adopted by the ARRL Alabama section in hopes that it will give hams additional capabilities for emergency 

communications in the future.   

Steve gave some details of his efforts in getting his repeater up and running.  He also talked a bit about future plans.  He hopes to have a 

data node up and running in the not too distant future.  His near term goal was turning his current D-Star repeater into a gateway.  It has 

actually already happened (There is another article in this issue addressing this topic).  Steve is also very interested in the efforts to create 

alternatives to the ICOM D-Star hardware.   

Thanks Steve for a wonderful presentation.  The amount of time and money you and Ken have put into your efforts is very impressive.  

Hopefully others will step up and contribute.  It is difficult gaining traction in this ‘chicken and egg’ situation.  Your work is making it much 

more likely that digital communications will gain a foothold. 

73, 

Richard - K4KRW 

 

November Club Meeting 
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Steve (KA4YMY) discussing the vocoder used by ICOM 

D-Star equipment 
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MARS 2007 Holiday Party 

M A R S  N E W S  

The MARS 2007 Holiday party took place on Saturday De-

cember 8th at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church on Central 

Avenue.  The attendance was very good.  If you missed the 

party, you missed a really good time. 

The club provided ham, turkey and fried chicken.  The mem-

bers brought dishes to be shared for the event.  Six long ta-

bles were completely covered with the dishes brought in by 

the membership.  We have some great cooks in this club.  

The food was very good.   

This event was planned to be a family event.   Children make 

this time of year extra special and it was nice to see some at 

the event.   

A DJ provided music for the party.  The sound was very good 

and his library of CDs included almost anything anyone asked to hear.  We even had a nice group 

doing the ‘Electric Slide’.  

There were awards handed out at the party.  Jodie (KI4CXO) received the ‘Ham of the Year’ award 

(more about this in another article).  Board Members (Don N4iZ, Jeff KA4WYC, Greg KG4IOE, Paul 

AD4IE, Ben WB2RHM, Kevin KI4KFS, Andy W4/G4GKK, Bill W4GRW) received certificates of ap-

preciation for their work this year.  Richard (K4KRW), Earl (K4KAY), Mary (N4MH) and John 

(WB2NHQ) also received certificates of appreciation for their contributions.   

This year’s party was a change from how we have done things in the past.  The board would be inter-

ested in hearing your thoughts.  If there was something you liked or even something you didn’t like 

about this year’s event, please let them know.  The email address that was set up in advance of the 

party will remain in use.  You may send your thoughts to: 

mailto:party@w4bfb.org?subject=Holiday Party Feedback 

73, 

Richard  

K4KRW 

 

Vicky (KF4LPQ) and Paul (N4YYN)  

Emma and Rebekah 

(Spouse and child of 

Richard—K4KRW) 



The W4BFB Ham of the Year is Jodie Rowland (KI4CXO).  This was 

Jodie’s first year as President of this club.  She took on the role with vigor 

and determination.  She has provided a level of energy that has resulted in 

a very busy and very successful year for W4BFB. 

Everyone knows that clubs like ours don’t run themselves.  It takes plan-

ning.  It takes preparation.  It takes dedication.  While there is a lot of 

work involved in having fun, it is not excessive.  Also, the payback in fun 

far exceeds the work effort required to make it happen. 

This year Jodie and the board put in many hours to plan for, prepare for, 

direct and sometimes execute the events we have seen happen this year.  

They truly did a wonderful job.  They operated with a level of energy that 

is truly inspiring.  The committees and the membership also stepped up 

and worked very hard to get things done. 

The board and the membership, under Jodie’s direction, have made huge differences in how this club operates.  Membership is up.  

We did more this year than we have in recent years.  We are seeing great presentations at the meetings.  We have more club mem-

bers participating and sharing the work.  And the end result is we are having fun!  We are learning more.  We are sharing more. 

Thank you Jodie for taking on the difficult task of being President of this club.  It truly is a lot of work.  Your dedication to the task is 

truly making a difference.  Your impact on the club this year has been huge.  And for that, you truly deserve to be Ham of the Year. 

73, 

Richard 

K4KRW  
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Jodie Rowland (KI4CXO) 2007 Ham of the Year 

Richard (K4KRW) presents Jodie (KI4CXO) the Ham of 

the Year award. 



 

 

Steve KA4YMY and Ken KC4YOZ gave a wonderful D-Star presentation at the November meeting.  Steve 

had mentioned during his presentation that his D-Star repeater would be turned into a gateway in the 

near future.  As of December 24th, it is now in service. 

So what is a D-Star gateway repeater?  It is a D-Star repeater that has capabilities beyond just allowing 

hams to talk in the local area.  A Gateway repeater is connected to a computer that is tied to the internet.  

The computer is running special software that connects over the internet to a server running in Texas.  

The server is called the national trust server and it controls the network of D-Star repeaters in the United 

States and is run under ICOM’s supervision by the K5TIT group.  By interacting with this server, D-Star 

repeaters with gateways can connect to or receive connections from other D-Star repeaters having gate-

ways.  Ham operators can utilize this capability to talk via their local D-Star repeater to hams using other 

D-Star repeaters. 

This adds a whole new dimension to using D-Star.  For example, Steve holds a net each Thursday night at 

9:00 pm.  I managed to make the net this week.  There were about 5 local hams participating.  In addition, 

there was a fifth person participating from France (yes France).  Arch (KT4AT) was vacationing in France 

and managed to check into our net here in Charlotte.  So, I was able to get my first contact through the 

gateway to a ham in France.  The sound quality was quite good.  Arch was perfectly understandable. 

Another interesting tidbit.  Arch was not using an ICOM D-Star radio.  He was using a laptop computer.  

Arch had a prototype of a new dongle Robin Cutshaw (AA4RC) is making that allows you to interact with 

the D-Star network from a laptop.  Arch was even using a dial up connection and it worked fine. 

Needless to say, there are some very interesting things going on in the D-Star world.  I’m certain that in 

the near future there will be a more detailed article explaining how exactly to use the gateway.  For now, 

the best resources are Steve and Ken.  Other local hams who have used the gateway would also be good 

resources. 

Steve will be holding a forum on Saturday January 5th to talk about the new gateway capabilities.  Please 

contact him A.S.A.P. if you would like to attend.  He needs to know in advance how many people will be 

present. 

Steve’s email address is skoone@gmail.com. 

73, 

Richard 

K4KRW 

Charlotte D-Star Gateway In Service 
P A G E  6  

M A R S  N E W S  
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A Note from the Club Secretary 
I have just some rambling thoughts. Don’t forget about Straight Key Night on December 31st and January 1st. I hope to see you there! 

Catch the ARRL website for details. 

 Next I hope everyone had a good time at the 2007 W4BFB Holiday Party! We had several Club Members helping to make it a Great 

event and a good time for all of our Ham Family. I would like to ask Ben to keep the email address, party@w4bfb.org up, and I would like 

for you to take a second to let the Entertainment Committee know how you liked or disliked the Party. This was supposed to be a ‘Family’ 

type of party. I think it was! Oh the food!!!! Kevin asked about collecting the recipes to publish in future Newsletters. Please check on 

your dishes and send them in! The cheesecake was good! 

Do you have any suggestions or a different type of party? Be careful what you wish for, you may be the next Committee Chair:>) Hey, did 

you like the DJ? If so, why didn’t you get up and dance. I can’t be the only one doing the Chicken Dance with Tim and his kids 

Got any contests you missed or didn’t see? Let the Board know by sending an email to board@w4bfb.org. 

The only way we can know what you want to see or do is to send us feedback. Remember if we don’t hear from anyone, means Jodie is 

doing a GREAT JOB, oh, yeah, she IS!! 

One last comment, send your articles to Richard, (so I don’t have to!) Hope you have enjoyed our Newsletters and Club Meetings. 

73, and catch you on the AIR! Jeff KA4WYC 
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M A R S  N E W S  

Email Forwarding Eliminated 
WB2RHM, the WebMinder for the W4BFB 

website, was informed that due to a flood of 

‘spam email’ being funneled out to the world 

wide web, through the W4BFB.org ‘member 

email forwarding’ capabilities, those capabili-

ties must be eliminated…. 

Initially, only users with AOL.com email ad-

dresses are affected, beginning as soon as 

December 17th. But shortly, Yahoo.com users 

are also going to be affected, and then over 

time most other large ISPs are expected to join in this ban. Compliance in this effort could be voluntarily 

on our part, or unilaterally implemented by ValueTech (the W4BFB web hosting service) if we do not coop-

erate in this effort to eliminate ‘member email forwarding’.     

What does all this mean?  (Bear with me here… and if you can’t bear with me, just skip to the last para-

graphsL) 

Well, it is the result of several things…..  a lot of money can be made, legally and illegally, by advertising on 

the internet (if anyone doubts this, just look up the stock price of Amazon or Google)….  One of the 

easiest (free) ways to make this money is to advertise via email….   While some people actually request 

that they be sent advertisements in their Email, the vast, vast majority of people receive email advertise-

ments that they do not wish to receive…. This is because their email addresses have been ‘hijacked/stolen’ 

by criminal elements who then ‘sell them in the millions’ to ‘internet advertisers’ via CDs in ‘Get Rich 

Quick’ advertising schemes, or in outright criminal ‘Thief of ID’ schemes.  

How is W4BFB.org involved in all of this??  Good Question!  I believe that sometime in the past…. One 

or more members of W4BFB had their ‘email address book’ hijacked by some illegal method….  They 

either innocently ‘clicked’ on the wrong thing on a website or email… or they let their anti-virus program 

get out-of-date... or worse-yet they are not using an Anti-Virus program PLUS a Personal Firewall at all….   

However it happened, it is too late now.  Criminal elements have gotten copies of actual 

‘callsign’@w4bfb.org email addresses and have sold them to hundreds (tens of thousands?) of people/gangs 

who want to send out SPAM email to the world.  Just the fact that w4bfb.org has an ‘email forwarding’ 

capability is enough to enable the spammers to use ‘anybody’@w4bfb.org to send out their ads or pornog-

raphy, etc. over the entire internet through w4bfb.org using one of these stolen IDs. 

What happens is that: Every time one of these tens of thousands of SPAM messages goes out to the world 

FROM: W4BFB.org (yes, that is what happens, our club web address gets tagged onto the message track-

ing trail) and when some email recipient complains to their ISP about receiving a spam message (or more 
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likely, the ISP’s automatic spam detector program detects our w4bfb.org address on the spam message), both w4bfb.org and our web host 

ValueTech gets a BLACKMARK set against their/our name-id. When enough BLACKMARKS build up…. The other ISP companies 

(Bellsouth, Yahoo!, Gmail, AOL, MSN, ATT, etc) ban all email from ValueTech as well as any coming from W4BFB.org.   

ValueTech is in the ISP business, and they cannot allow themselves to be banned from sending internet email for their customers to 

other ISPs.  Therefore, we, w4bfb.org, must eliminate the ability of our MARS members to use w4bfb.org as a forwarding address. 

SPAM Happens! 

The LAST PARAGRAPHs: 

In the past, every member of W4BFB.org was allowed to use ‘theircallsign’@w4bfb.org as an email alias address that could be used to 

‘forward’ email to their ‘real’ email address…. for example, WB2RHM could tell anyone that his email address was 

WB2RHM@W4BFB.org and then any email sent to wb2rhm@w4bfb.org would be sent/forwarded to his ‘real’ email address, some-

where else, via w4bfb.org. 

The W4BFB.org ‘EMAIL FORWARDING’ CAPABIITY IS BEING ELIMINATED!  This will occur immediately for some, and ASAP for all 

others.   IF you have told someone/anyone that your email address is ‘yourcall’@w4bfb.org, you must immediately notify them that your 

email address is something else (we don’t care what you tell them, you just cannot use ‘yourcall@w4bfb.org’ any longer).   

Only w4bfb.org ‘email forwarding’ has been eliminated! You can still freely post and receive postings on the ‘w4bfb-members’ reflector 

and to all ‘w4bfb-newsletter’ and ‘w4bfb-committee’ reflectors as well. Only w4bfb.org ‘email forwarding’ has been eliminated! 

Note:  During the changeover period, you may receive email from w4bfb.org asking if you wish to change your address from 

‘yourcall’@w4bfb.org to your real email address OR re-subscribe to the ‘members’ or ‘newsletter’ or hamfest2008, etc. mailing lists. 

Please click the included link to complete the process, so you do not get ‘disconnected’ from MARS.  This will be part of the process 

over as soon as we can do it.  We apologize for any inconvenience…. It was not our idea. 

73, WB2RHM, W4BFB WebMinder   

Email Forwarding (cont.) 
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M A R S  N E W S  

The Year in Review 
Being the last issue of 2007, I thought it would be good to review what the club has done in the past year. 

2007 was an interesting year for ham radio in general.  The CW testing requirement was dropped in late 

February.  Riley Hollingsworth announced he was retiring (and then announced he wasn’t).  House bill 

1340 was signed into law this year.  That is the bill that limits what restrictions a local jurisdiction may 

place on ham antennas.  While it does not address covenants, it is a step in the right direction.  D-Star 

seemed to gain some momentum this year. 

The W4BFB club had a very busy year.  We celebrated our 58th anniversary.  We took the time to honor 

our past club presidents.  We also awarded some lifetime membership awards this year. 

Speaking of membership, it was a high priority this past year.  The board made a concerted effort to con-

tact all past members and get them to rejoin.  Of course they also acted to encourage new members to 

join.  The result is that our membership increased over 50 percent.  Also, the membership rolls were 

cleaned up considerably.  We now have a much more accurate accounting of our membership.  Mailing 

addresses and Email addresses have been updated.  New member badges were created.  The membership 

period was also changed to match the calendar year.  This will make things much less confusing in future 

years. 

The 2007 W4BFB Hamfest is always the biggest event for the club each year.  Thanks to a lot of hard 

work by the hamfest committee and other volunteers we pulled it off once again.  The vendors seemed to 

do quite well this year. 

Field day is also a big event for the club.  Tim O'Rourke (W4YN) found us a new location (Back Creek 

Presbyterian Church).  We actually held two events at our new location.  We held a mini Field Day just to 

practice using the new site.  Then we held the actual Field Day event.  Everything went very well.  We had 

a lot of members show up at the site (largest Field Day participation in the state).  The “Get On The Air” 

station did quite well too. 

Public Service events have always been a high priority for the club and this year was no exception.  The 

M.S. society kept us busy helping with walks and bike rides.  They even honored us as Volunteer Organiza-

tion of the Year for the MS150.  We also participated in other events such as the Simulated Emergency 

Test. 

This year W4BFB set up two stations at CPCC’s Geekfest to demonstrate Ham Radio.  We also set up at 

two different locations to work with the Girl Scouts for Jamboree on the Air. 

The club took the opportunity to join up with W4CQ to help two charities with donations this year.  

There was a book bag drive in the fall for the Salvation Army.  We also helped children at the Ebenezer 

Christian Orphanage have a merry Christmas. 
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The club updated some equipment this year.  The Red Cross club room now has a new Ten Tec Jupiter and an LDG AT 1000 auto 

tuner to go with it.  Earl (K4KAY) and the repeater committee worked to get the repeaters into good shape.  The committee is pres-

ently in the process of acquiring a new Kenwood repeater.  It should go into service in the near future. 

Mary Hunt (N4MH) and the Volunteer Examiners team held 4 testing sessions this year.  In addition, they held a paper upgrade session 

to upgrade those who could take advantage of the drop of the CW requirement to upgrade.   

The club did some contesting this year.  We participated in 5 different events (January Sweepstakes, NC QSO Party – Placed 2nd for 

clubs, CQWW SSB WPX Contest, Field Day - Placed 5th in the state 2A and 1st in the state in attendance, September ARRL VHF QSO 

Party). 

We also had some great presentations at our meetings this year.  Our section manager Tim Slay (N4IB) started us out with a presenta-

tion on the ARRL.  We also had presentations on RFI (Ken K4DXA), APRS (Shawn K4RSG), Skywarn (Vince KF4ZOQ), Emergency 

Management (Steve KF4XCB), MARS (Lee KN4GC), Scarborough Reef (Joe AA4NN), NTS (John W4CC), QRP Kits and Operating 

(John W4CC), D-Star (Steve KA4YMY and Ken KC4YOZ).  Wow!  What a slate! 

We also had 12 solid newsletters this year.  We had many members contribute content and complete articles.  My sincere thanks go to 

all who contributed. 

I can’t wait for 2008! 

73, 

Richard K4KRW 

The Year in Review (Cont.) 
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M A R S  N E W S  

November Election Results 
The election results are in and are as follows: 

President:: Jodie Rowland (KI4CXO) 

Vice President: Bill Fisher (W4GRW) 

Secretary: Jeff Blythe (KA4WYC) 

Treasurer: Tom Hunt (KA3VVJ) 

Board: Andy Hawkins (G4GKK) 

Board: Perry Garis (KF4UVL) 

Board: David Holbrook (KC4YPB) 

The following board members will continue in their current positions: 

Ben Antanaitis (WB2RHM) 

Kevin Keyes (KI4KFS) 

Congratulations to our new officers and board members.   
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Board Meeting on 12-4-07 

 Jodie started the meeting @ 7:03, present were Jodie, Ben, Greg, Paul, Kevin, Andy, Bill & Jeff. Absent was 

Don. 

 Jodie started by thanking everyone for helping this year. She gave a report on the girl we are helping this Christmas. 

 Greg gave a report on the finances. Jodie thanked Greg for his many years as Treasurer. 

 Jeff spoke on the Membership, which we have 151 members with the last one yet to be voted on at the January meeting. 

 Jodie spoke on our up and coming Holiday Party. 

 Jodie had news from the Repeater Committee. Earl is expecting the repeater soon. 

 No word from John on the Equipment Committee. 

 Ben spoke on Contests for January and the NCQSO Party in February. At this time none were scheduled. But we hopefully will have 

several next year. 

 Kevin spoke on the Share the Wealth Food Lion program. We plan on having more info in each Newsletter and at Club Meetings. 

 Jodie asked about Public Service events. We have received an award from the MSS for Volunteer Group for the MS150. Jodie and Jeff 

were invited to an awards banquet. 

 Ben stated the Newsletter will now be left on the Website and a text message will be sent to our Members to go there to view and 

download it. He also stated, for now, the Reflector and Website is working correctly. 

 Jodie talked about the Holiday Party. Ben and Kevin need to know how many and what is being brought to the Party, so they can figure 

on how much turkey and ham to bring. Jeff spoke on the database detailing who is bringing what and how many are coming, and who 

has paid. 

 Paul had a comment about our 60th anniversary in 2009. Maybe have a Special Event Station at the James K. Poke birthplace. 

 Jodie asked if there was any other business and having none asked if we had a motion to adjourn. This was made and seconded, and 

then Jodie ended the meeting at 8:06. 

 Respectfully submitted by Jeff KA4WYC – Secretary W4BFB 

  

 

Board Minutes 



 

Club Meetings The Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society meets on 

the last Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM 

 

We meet at: 

 

East Baptist Church 

6850 Monroe Rd 

Charlotte, NC 28212 

 

(Next to East Mecklenburg High School, near Con-

ference Drive) 

Clubroom Red Cross Building 

2425 Park Rd, Room 023 

Charlotte, NC 28203 

(704) 334-3900 

Club Repeaters 146.34/146.94 (w/autopatch) 
144.63/145.23 (no autopatch) 

144.69/145.29 (no autopatch) 

222.80/224.40 (no autopatch) 

449.600/444.600 (no autopatch) PL 100.00 

Mecklenburg 2m Emergency Net 

9:00 PM local time, daily on 146.34/146.94 featuring the ARRL Audio News feed 

on Sunday night. 

Alternate frequencies announced 

Richard Y. Dodd, K4KRW, Editor 

7000 Heatherford Dr. 

Charlotte, NC  28226 

E-mail: k4krw@w4bfb.org 

Club Officers and Board of Directors 

President 

Jodie Rowland, KI4CXO, ki4cxo@w4bfb.org 

Vice President 

Don Biltcliffe , N4IZ, n4iz@w4bfb.org 

Secretary 

Jeff Blythe, KA4WYC, ka4wyc@w4bfb.org 

Treasurer 

Greg Onachila, KG4IOE, kg4ioe@w4bfb.org 

Directors 

Paul Ponak, AD4IE, ad4ie@w4bfb.org 

Ben Antanaitis, WB2RHM, wb2rhm@w4bfb.org 

Kevin Keyes, KI4KFS, ki4kfs@w4bfb.org 

Andy Hawkins, G4GKK, g4gkk@w4bfb.org 

Bill Fisher, W4GRW, w4grw@w4bfb.org 

 

Mecklenburg Amateur Radio 

Society, Inc 

Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society— http://www.w4bfb.org 


