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Volume 54, Issue 05         Mecklenburg Amateur      Radio Society,                                           May 2003 

MAY MEETING  
 
 
The Meeting  for May has not been finalized yet.  So it will be announced as we get  
 
closer to the meeting date.   
 
************************************************************************ 
From the Editor:   
  
I would like to add my comments about the MS Challenge event that 
we have the last weekend of this month.  This is a three day 
event and we still need lots of help for the event.  Even if you 
can only work one day — that will help.   
 
This public service work is for such a good cause and the folks 
at the MS Society really appreciate our help.  They are a great 
group to work with and really have their events well organized.   
 

This will be the third year that I have worked this event and 
it has grown each each.  Tom and I both work all three days of 
the event and I encourage all of you to pitch in and try to 
work at least one day for such a worthwhile cause.  

 

If you have any questions, talk to Shawn, Jeff or myself.  

 

Mary, N4MH  
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From the President: 
 
First of all, a big “Thanks!” to Tim Slay, N4IB for arranging for the presentation on Duke Power’s 
actions during the ice storms this past winter.  It was very well-received and everyone in atten-
dance enjoyed it. 
 
 Field Day is coming up in June – the fourth full weekend of the month.  At our April Club meet-
ing, I passed around a sheet soliciting volunteers for various Field Day activities.  There’s still 
some holes to be filled, so I will be bringing the sheet to the May meeting to ask for more help. 
 
 Only one more Public Service event until the Fall MS Bike Ride (though there may be a Dollar 
Ride or two to do too) – check www.ridemaps.com for the latest information on Charlotte area 
amateur radio events.  The W4BFB crew was out at UNCC on May 3rd assisting with the Senior 
Games – thanks to KA4WYC, AF1Y, and K4PVS for helping out.  We had a very nice time and 
it was a great day to play with the radios and enjoy the spring air. 
 
 May 30, 31, and June 1, we have the MS Challenge – a three-day 50 mile walk from White 
Oak, SC to Charlotte.  HAMs will be needed to staff rest areas and SAG vehicles, and ride with 
the Directors of the event.  We had a great time last year despite the rain and I look forward to 
participating again.  More operators are needed for this event – I only had about three or four 
signups and we really need at least half a dozen more.  This event is close enough to Charlotte 
such that overnight stays are not needed to help out.  The last day of the MS Challenge is in 
Charlotte, so it’s possible to work a single day (or two) of this event instead of all three days.  
We will be happy with any help received. 
 
 While I’m talking about Public Service – I’d like to encourage all of you to come out and support 
Amateur Radio by participating in our events.  We represent Amateur Radio and the Mecklen-
burg Amateur Radio Society, and our event sponsors really appreciate the work we do.  We 
cannot do it without you. 
 
 See you at our next Club meeting on May 27th. 
 
 73, 
Shawn, K4RSG 
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Minutes of Board Meeting 

April 8, 2003 
 
 Meeting came to order at 7:50 pm.  Meeting adjourned at 9:26 pm. 
 
 President Goodin (K4RSG) presided.   Present:  Shawn Goodin (President), Jeff Blythe (Vice 
President), John White (Treasurer), Vince Mates (Secretary), <officers> Bill Turner, Paul Po-
nak, and Greg Onachila. 
 
 Officers’ Report: 
• President:  A plan is in place to change the repeater ID messages to include details of club 
meetings.  Also, email contact was sent to the March of Dimes to promote the ability of the club 
to help in public service events. 
• Vice President:   The May program topic to be on VHF contesting, pending.  The June pro-
gram topic slated to cover Skywarn. 
• Secretary:  Updates to the database continue as members join or renew.  Some concerns 
were addressed about database security.  The new MARS application near completion. 
Treasurer:  Financial update given.  Invitation extended to ALL members to submit ideas for 
any club activities or equipment while we have line items budgeted for these things as general 
categories. 
 
 Committee reports: 

Public service 
• Sign-up sheets are now available for the Senior Games and MS Challenge. 
• March of Dimes is May 3rd. 
Go For Blood bike race to be serviced by Union County Amateur Radio Society. 

Membership Service 
Need expressed for more input and help from the club membership. 

Field Day 
• The joint Field Day event with W4CQ was tabled for this year. 
• Possible picnic for Field Day was discussed. 
• Field Day was deemed to be poorly publicized and must be rectified. 
A Field Day Committee was established. 

Old Business: 
• Red Cross antenna project complete. 
• IRLP is still undecided, though may be established on the 220 machine. 
Repeater upgrades to be done. 
  
 New Business: 
• Hamfest:  contracts for the Merchandise Mart were proposed for renewal for the next two 
years.  A motion was made to approve this new contract; it was seconded, voted upon, and 
passed. 
• Club promotions/publicity was discussed. 
A new line item is to be put into this year’s budget for two new laptop computers, one for the 
club Secretary and one for the club Treasurer (to be used for club business only). 
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MINUTES OF MEETING 

APRIL 29  2003 
 
 Meeting came to order at 7:35 pm and  adjourned at 9:30(?) pm. 
 
 President Goodin (K4RSG) presided. 
 
 Visitors were invited to introduce themselves. 
 
 The business was announced: 
 
• The budget was made available and some new items were pointed out to the membership. 
•  
• Photos for club badges would be made by KF4LVC, Vince, after the meeting. 
 
 
• Mary Hunt announced that May 10th would be a VE test session day at the church. 
•  
• Steve, WA3RTC, speaks about upcoming meetings for UCARS…anyone may attend.  
Meetings are the 3rd Thursday of every month, 7pm, at the Red Cross in Monroe.  Please visit 
www.almondtree.com  for more information. 
•  
• John White indicates the May will be the “budget month”.  He then announced the raffle 
prize winners. 
•  
• The Red Cross in Charlotte will have a yard sale on Saturday, May 3.  There will be many 
computer related items for sale. 
•  
• Jeff Blythe announced the Senior Games for Saturday, May 3. 
•  
• The sign-up sheet for the MS Challenge was submitted to the members. 
 
Field Day sign-up sheets were submitted to the members. 
 
 The main program commenced.  The program was presented by Tim Slay and Duke Power.  It 
was a presentation of Duke Power’s response to the ice storms that disrupted commercial AC 
power throughout the network. 
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MINUTES OF BOARD  MEETING 

May 13, 2003 
 
  
 Meeting came to order at 7:34 pm.  Meeting adjourned at 9:22 pm. 
 
 President Goodin (K4RSG) presided.  Present:  Shawn Goodin (President), Jeff Blythe (Vice 
President), John White (Treasurer), Vince Mates (Secretary), Sherry Frye, Irv Hoechner, Paul 
Ponak, and Greg Onachila. 
 
 Officers’ Repot: 
• President:  The contract for the Merchandise Mart has been secured for the next two years.  
There will be a slight increase in the fee for flea market tables. 
• Vice President:   Comments regarding the April program were favorable.  The May meeting 
will be a pre-Field Day “Field Day” during which the members will be able to assist in setup and 
live operation of an HF station.  Club equipment will be used, demonstrated, and enjoyed! 
• Secretary:  The database is now updated and current. 
Treasurer:  Financial update given.  Invitation extended to ALL members to submit ideas for 
any club activities or equipment while we have line items budgeted for these things as general 
categories.  Daryl Sampson is requesting funds for two more emergency communications kits.  
The RV’s power converter has not been repaired as of yet. 
 
 Board Members’ reports: 

Shawn reports upgrades to the 146.940 repeater are mostly complete with some general 
‘tweaking’ still to come.  There is now a controller port..  The 444.600 machine has a 
very bad receiver.  Also, IRLP to be installed on the 224.400 repeater. 

 
Committee reports: 
 

Public service 
The MS Challenge needs volunteers.  This is held the last week of May. 

Membership Service 
Need expressed for more input and help from the club membership. 

Field Day 
The current volunteers were listed but more needed, especially for the picnic. 

By-Laws 
The committee will be formed and meet in June to present to the membership in July. . 

Old Business: 
Shawn talked about  the By-Laws committee to be formed.  This needs to be set by June to 
present to the membership. 

New Business: 
• None. 
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CLUBROOM PICTURES  

 
For those members that have never been to our clubroom at the Red Cross Build-
ing, we have some pictures below.  
 

 
 

HF Gear  

VHF/UHF Gear 
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QSL Bureau Area  
In Clubroom  

Earl, K4KAY moving 146.94 
Repeater  
 

Cavities for 146.94 
Repeater 
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********************************************************************************************* 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 
 
Tuesday May 27, 2003 — Club Meeting, Monroe Road, 7:30 p.m.  
 
Friday-Sun, May 30-June1, 2003 — MS Challenge  
 
Tuesday, June 10 , 2003 — Board Meeting, Red Cross Building, Park Road  
 
Saturday-Sunday, June 28-29, 2003 — Field Day  
 
Saturday, August 16, 2003  — — VE Test Session, 9:00 a.m., East Baptist Church  
 
Saturday-Sunday, September 20-21, 2003 — MS Break Away to the Beach  
 
 
 
************************************************************************************ 
About This Newsletter 
 
MARS News is published monthly for the members of the Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society.  Permission is given to 
reprint any article, provided that credit is given to Mecklenburg ARS and the respective author.  Subscription to the newsletter, 
via US Mail, is provided to club members.  Complimentary copies are available to guests and prospective members.   
 
The deadline for submitting material is the 10th of each month.  Please submit newsletter material to:  Mary S. Hunt, N4MH, 
16007 Wynfield Creek Parkway, Huntersville, NC  28078   948-6006 or office 892-3270, Fax Number 892-8326 
 
You may submit material via Electronic Mail to: n4mh@w4bfb.org or on 3.5” diskette.  The files should be in TEXT 
or WORD format.   
 
***************************************************************************************************** 
 
 

 

MARS  NEWS  
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MARS News  
Mary S. Hunt, N4MH, Editor  
16007 Wynfield Creek Pkwy 

Huntersville, NC  28078  

 

Mecklenburg Amateur Radio Society, Inc.  
 
Officers and Board of Directors:  
 
Shawn Goodin, K4RSG, Email Address:  k4rsg@w4bfb.org 
Jeff Blythe, KA4WYC, Email address:  ka4wyc@w4bfb.org 
Vince Mates, KF4LVC, Email Address:  kf4lvc@w4bfb.org 
John White, WB2NHQ  Email Address:  wb2nhq@w4bfb.org 
 
 Sherry Conrad Frye, KE4LZE;  Irv Hoecher, KF4KFN,  Greg Onachila, KG4IOE 
Paul Ponak, AD4IE; Bill Turner, W4WNT 
East Baptist Church, 6850 Monroe Road (next to East Mecklenburg High School, 
 near Conference Drive) 
Last Tuesday of each month at 7:30 P.M.  
 
Red Cross Building, 2425 Park Road, RM 023, Charlotte, NC  Telephone 704-334-
3900  
 
146.34/146.94  w/Autopatch.   144.69/145.29 w/Autopatch. 
144.63/145.23, no Autopatch  
449.60/444.60  w/Autopatch and P/T 100.0  
Autopatches  Access *(don’t unkey)+phone number. Disconnect # 
222.80/224.40  w/Autopatch 145.01  Packet Digipeater, W4BFB-1 
 
METROLINA 2m EMERGENCY NET:  9:00 PM local time, daily on 
146.34/146.94 featuring the ARRL Audio News feed on Sunday night.   
Alternate frequencies announced  

 
 
 
 
 
 
President  
Vice President  
Secretary  
Treasurer  
 

Directors  
 
Meeting Place:  
 

Meeting Time:  
 
Clubroom:  
 
 
Club Repeaters:  
 
 

See you at the next meeting —  
Tuesday, May 27, 2003 


